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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MIGRANTS, CLERICAL
LABOUR.

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier :
Would it be possible to influenee the Immi-
gration authorities in London against send-
ing to Western Australia purely elerical
labour-—those who are unable to do manual
or farm work—hearing in mind that so
many clerical men are out of employment
in the State?

The PREMIER replied: This does not
appear to be necessary, as investigations
regarding the last 12 boat loads of migrants
show that out of 432 assisted migranis
Janded, only two males and one female
were clerks.

BILL—DAIRY CATTLE COMPENSA-
TION.

Report of Commitiee adopted.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1926-27.

Message from the Governor received and
read, transmitting the Loan Estimaies for
the year 1926-27 and recommmending ap-
propriation.

2437

In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply for the purpose of considering the
l.oan Estimates; Mr, Panton in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £140,031:

THE - PREMIER AND TEREASURER
{Hon. P. Collier—Boulder) [4.37] : The
(iovernment’s proposals for the loan es-
penditure for the year are now before hon.
members. [t will be recognised that the
general development of the State requires
the expenditure of a considerable amounnt
of money. If the State is to go forward,
then the Government mnst be prepared to
assist those who are engaged in its varions
industries. In this State the Governiicht
activities, one might say, are all-embrucing.
In every direction the Government are
called npon for assistance and for the pro-
vision of funds, which in many of the other
States of the Commonwealth are, as is well
known, provided from other sources. The
amount set out in the Estimates is reqnired
for the growing needs of the State. I am
sorry to say that the attaek that was made
in London recently npon Australian finance
may have the effect of making it somewhat
difficult to obtain the necessary funds. Tn
this respect at any rate, Wesatern Ausfra-
lia’s eredit stands high, We know that the
New Scouth Wales loan of a month or twe
ago did not go off very well, but we shall
not be going on the London money market
entil early in the new year. Having reg..rd
to the faet that shortly hefore then we
shall be redeeming the Coolgardie Water
Scheme loan, I do not anticipate that we
shall experience any diffienlty in obtaining
the necessary funds. It is interesting to
note that I received a letter last week by
the English mail in which T was advised
that the Belgian loan at 7% per cent., cer-
tainly a very high rvate of interest, had
been subseribed 100 timies over in less than
five minutes. We shall, therefore, have to
take into aceount the fact that some Con-
tinental nations and other countiries in the
world are needing money, and are prepared
to pay a relatively higher rate of interest,
quite apart from the question of security.
1 do not wish to reflect upon the security
offered by any other nation or couniry, but
it is quite evident that there were substan-
tial grounds for so high a rate as 71% per
cent. being offered. Our Australian loans
have got down to 3% per eent,, so we must
recognise the competition of other eountrie=
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in the London money market. It is satis-
factory to note that Western Australia’s
credit stands high, and I 3o not anticipate
we shall experience any diffienlty in get-
ting the money we reguire to carry on the
developmental work upon which the State
has embarked. I am asking for £4,816,557
this year. To that must be added £15,790
that was spent from the Loan Suspense
Account last year, making a grand total of
£4,832,347. The amount asked for last year
was £4,748,795 or £83,552 less than it is
estimated will be reguired this year. I
veed not say that this is a large amount,
but we have reached a stage in our develop-
ment at which it is exiremely difficult to
keep loan expenditure as low as one would
like. From all quarters we are receiving
urgent demands for improved equipment,
for the extension of existing facilities and
also for the provision of new lines. The
railways point ont the necessity for puiting
lines and equipreent on a better footing to
handle the increasing traffic economically.
Rolling stock must he added to if we are
to cope adequately with the larger harvest
this year, and the growing trafic we may
reasonably expect from the good season
being experienced. A greater strain will
be imposed upon the capacity of the avail-
able rolling stoek. Then again the reguire-
ments of the country demand move money
for water supplies, and efforts 1nust be
made to meet the requests we receive in
that direction. Then, too, increasing
amounts have been required during the last
few years for eountry roads. The needs of
harbours at our outports are stressed and
the extension of existing larger har-
bours must alse go on. In addition,
a large amount is required for group settle-
ment purposes, and fo continve the advances
to settlers under the control of the Agricul-
tural Bank. Of course, as settlement ex-
tends in the farming areas, railways must be
eonstrueted to carry the produce, so that al-
together the diffienlties from a finanecial
point of view are inereasing. As hon. mem-
bers know, it is not desirable to allow devel-
opment to go too far rhead of immediate re-
quirernents, and care is taken to see that
this is not now being done. We are bound
to provide facilities for existing settlement.
Wew railways must be built to open up addi-
tional country in order to meet the existing
demands for our farming lands, and the new
lines provided for have in nearly every in-
stance been promised for years. The bulk

[ASSEMBLY.]

of the money asked for is required for coun
try development, bul, we must alse see tha
the demands of the metropolitan area--whict
is growing—for increased water supplies an¢
tramway faeilities are taken into considera
tion, The extension of the metropolitar
water supply has been im hand for thre
years and will be continued along the samu
lines. Certain new lines of tramway, recom
mended some time ago by a Royal Commis
sion and later by a committee of departmenta
officers, will be constructed. Three of then
will be built this year. No one will den;
that those extensions have been urgentlh
needed for some time, and now that we haw
bad experience over a year or two of th
competition of motor buses and motor trans
port, we are in a position to say that in cer
tain directions tramway extensions are justi
fied, notwithstanding that competition. Lia
bility was ineurred in 1924 for another uni
Eor the electricity supply and provision i
made in this year’s expenditure for that lia
bility. From what I have said it will be seer
that the Government policy does not go be
yond the growing needs of the State. W
are only meeting the liabilities that ar
being foreed upon us by the growth of th
State and the increase of primary productio
generally. Funds for certain works provide
for will come under the agreement with th
Imperial and Commonwealth Government:
It is well to remember that a considerabl
sum, we hope, will be cheap money. Al
though our scheme of expenditure under th
migration agreement has not yet been ap
proved, it is now being investigated by th
Migration and Development Cominissior
members of which are visiting this State 8
present.  There seems to be no reason t
doubt that a considerable amount of th
money we require will be made available t
us at a rate of 1 per cent. for the first fiv
years, and at a low rate of interest for th
next five years. If that should be so, ther
is no reason why we should hesitate to tak
advantage of the agreement, and so assis
the expansion of the State by providin
necessary funds to enable people engaged i
our primary industries partienlarly to in
crease their activities.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We shall b
pretty slow if we do not use the 1 per eem
money.

The PREMIER ; We are using it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We should de
serve to be kicked if we did not.
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The PREMIER: The provision of cheap
money justifies a considernble increase on the
loan expenditure of previous years when the
full rate of interest had to be paid, In
some years, daring the hon. wmember’s term
of oftice, we lnd to pay ¢ per cent. and even
614 per cent. for woney.

The Minister for Lands: For sume of it
the rate was £7 5s. 6d.

Hon. Sir James Mitelell: That was sol-
dier settlement money in respeet of which
we received a rebate.

The PREMIER: Anyhow we paid as much
as 61 per cent. for some of our loan wmoney.
Development with sueh dear money naturslly
hecomes u serions problem. With the fall
in the rate of interest §o 5'% per cent., and
to 84 per cent, and with the as-
sistance of the Imperial und Commonwealth
Governments, we are justified in taking ad-
vantage of the cheaper money.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Cheap money
wisely spent is the way to make this country.

The PREMIER: Undoubtedly. If we are
fortunate enough to get cheap money, so long
as we spend it wisely, as I think it has becn
spent in the past, we are justified in going
ahead. Much of our loan money has been
spent on works of a developmental eharac-
ter. Railways must be built, harbours must
be constructed, land must be drained,
water supplies must be provided, and in the
agricultural areas new roads must be built
if settlement is to proceed and the industries
of the State are fo grew.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We have a jolly
solid asset for our expenditare to date.

The PREMIER: I think we have. T can-
not imnagine that any set of financiers, if
they made a valuation of the State’s as-
sets, would hesitate ts take over the
liahility and even pay a considerable sum
for the privilege of being permitted to
do so. T have no dounbt that we have sub-
stantigl assets for the money that hos been
expended in the past. If it were not so, we
should not be able to point to the extra-
ordinary increase in production that has
taken place during the last 20 years. With
the aid of loan funds in the years that are
ahead, and with the wive expenditure of
cheaper money, there is no reason why pro-
duetion should nof increase at a greater rate
than has heen the case heretofore.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We are paying
our interest from an annual erop, wheat and
waol.

The PREMIER: That is so.
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Hon. Sir James Miichell: It is tmportant
to remember that it is an annual crop.

The PREMIER: While the Government
are the borrowers of a good dea] of money,
we are passing it on to other borrowers who
lend it out to other people, and they in furn
are utilising it in the direciion of inereasing
the production of wealth. So long as we
continue to do that, all will be well. As has
been {requently stated in the House, we
have reached a stage when, if we are going
to bring our Crown lands into oeceupation
and production, it will be necessary to huild
a considerable mileage of railways. That is
the position confronting us to-day. I do not
wish to toueh upon the aspect of the ques-
tion whereby we might bring into use and
oceupation econsiderable areas of land al-
ready served by railways. This branch of
the Parliament has for years affirmed,
through the Bills it has passed, the need and
desirability of making some of that land
available for nse. Az we approach the stage
when most of our Crown lands are taken up,
the land held privately in large or even com-
paratively small holdings and not utilised to
its fullest extent will have to come into the
scheme of things and contribule fully to the
production of the State. The amount of
Joan money asked last year was £4,748,705
and the expenditure was £4,078,686. Thus
there was a saving of £670,109 on the esti-
mate. .

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Tt was not ex-
pended.

The PREMIER: That is so. Various
causes operated to effect that saving, but the
amount was spread over practically the
whole of the sections of the Estimates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It was a sav-
ing of expenditure, not of money.

The PREMIER: Yes, a saving on the
estimate. The hon. member knows that
very rarely indeed has the full amount of
the Loar Estimates been expended.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not sap-
pose that ever has the aggregate amount
been expended. .

The PREMIFR: The estimate usually
falls short of expenditure by many hundreds
of thousands of pounds. It is necessary to
make provision when the Estimates are be-
ing eonsidered becavse it is difficalt to tell
exactly where savings—if I may use that
term—might be effected; in other words, it
is difficult to tell whether the amount econ-
sidered necessary at the time will actually
be required.
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Hon. Sir James Miteheli: You do not
ask us to vote it until five months of the
year have passed.

The PREMIER: That is so, and it is
frequently found that various departrents
have asked for amounts that they are not
in a position to expend economieally.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : That money will
have been expended by now.

The PREMIER: Yes, the expenditure
has gone on, of course. The result last year
was that we spent £670,109 less than was
set out in the Loan Estimates of last year,
Although I am asking for over £4,800,000
this year, I have no doubt that the experi-
ence of previous yvears will be repeated, ant
ibat we shall find our expenditure at the
end of the financial year considerably below
that sum. I hope we shall. Last year T
provided for an expenditure of £117937
under the heading Governmental, and the
actual expenditnre was £111,430. Of other
big items I may mention the following:—

Eattmatad Actaal
Expenditare. | Expenditare,
T
£ E
Rallwaye, Tramwaya, atc. ... | 887,651 745,020
Harbours and Rivers- 261,659 210,667
‘Water Supplies and Sewer- 740,880 857,330
Development of Mining 106,000 82,040
Development of Agriculture 2,260,300 1,907,324
Bonads and Bridmes, ete. ... £20,902 175,210
Miscellaneons 168,600 998,547

Under the heading of railways, ete, T have
provided for an expenditure of £1,050,885,
&s against an aetnal expenditure of £745,629
jast year. That increase is spread over a
number of item=s and provision has hbceen
wade for several new lines of railway. A
sum of £208,000 is required for additiens
and improvements lo opened railways,
which sum is more than £100,000 above last
vear's requirements. The bulk of thn
£200,000 is for relaying, regrading, strength-
ening bridges, ete., and £35,000 is set aside
for the Hay River-Demmnark deviation, =
work for which the Railway Department
have long hcen asking. A sum of £10,000
it required for remodelling the Bunbury
loco depot. That is another work that is
long overdue, inasmuch as the depot at Bun-
bury censists of the same yard and buildings
and i3 in the condition in which it was laid
out 25 or 30 years ago. I bave been forced

[ABSEMBLY.]

to cut out & number of works that were de-
sired, for the reason that I was unable to
provide the requisite funds., There is an
estimated expenditure of £150,000 for rol-
ling stock, which amounnt is £10,000 more
than last year. The money will be spent
principally on trucks and locomotives. The
present programme includes the construe-
tion of 370 trucks——

My. Lindsay: It would be better if the
number were 3,700,

The PREMIER: T conld wish th:ut it were
more—and 10 “P” class locomotives, also
the super-heating of other engines, while
the work of installing electric head lights
on 200 locomotives is heing continued. Pro-
vision has heen wmnade for additional tar-
paulins. The delay in the construetion of
rolling stock hus been caused by the coal
strike in GQreat Britain. I do net know how
the railway authorities will get through the
ensuing season; I suppose we shall have the
usnal budget of complaints,. We have been
handicapped becanse the coal strike im the
Ol Country has prevented our getting ma-
terial for the additional rolling stock.

Mr. Lindsuy: Wheat carting has been
started mnch earlier this year than usual.

The PREMIER: The transport of the
wheat will have to be spread over a longer
period; I see no other way out of ihe diffi-
cultys T suppose those who are concerned
will have to be prepared to have the shift.
ing of the harvest spread over a pretty
lengthy period.

Mr. C. P, Wansbrough: T think the matter
can be mutually arranged.

Houn. Sir Jumes Mitchell: Every man in
the railways is working hard to get it away.

The PREMIER : They will get it throngh.
Tt must be understood that the State cannot
ineur the expenditure of a huge sum of
money in the provision of rolling stock in
order that the harvest may he shifted in the
shortest possible time, for a econsiderable
portion of that rolling stock would be lying
idle earning nothing at other times of the
year.

Hon. G. Taylor: We shify the harvest as
quickly as is done in the other States.

The PREMIER: Yes. The State in not
obliged to move the harvest execept within a
reasonable time.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you get the
trucks plus the willingness of the men, that
should be quite sufficient.
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The PREMIER: 1 think that is fully real-
ised, and that everyone connected with the
railways is co-operating in that direction.
From the top to the bottom of the railways
everyone is working so that there may be no
undue delay.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1t is most grati-
fying to see it.

The PREMIER: 1 am informed by the
Minister for Railways that at the conference
held yesterday with the wheat agents, those
people expressed themselves as satisfied with
what they were told would be done for them.
The bon. member knows, frem his experience
on the Treasury bench, that the demands of
the Railway Department for money for roll-
ing stock every year are very considerable.
On the other hand, the needs of the Treasury
in other directions as well are such that those
demands will have to be eut down to a great
extent. We have reached the stage when
I fear we shall have to be prepared to find
a considerable sum of money for rolling
stock over the next few years.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: T hope so.

The PREMIER: Yes. It is all to the
good. In addition to an inereased area under
wheat and a greatly increased vield, we are
adding a substantial mileage to our system
every year by the opening up of new rail-
ways.

Hon. G. Taylor:
toral lands, tvo.

The PREMIER: If we are adding to the
mileage of the system, opening up new terri-
tory, and inereasing our yields and produe-
tion, we shall have to find the money. It
will not be a very serious difficulty to have
to do that in order to irerease the amount
of rolling stock, becruse onr State is ex-
pending and growing. It wonld thus be a
necessary expenditure.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Tt would be o
good thing if we eould get another 214 miles
out of each truck, That would overcome
the trouble.

The PREMIER: A good deal has heen
done in the way of regrading so as to render
that possible. Tn the early stages railways
were built without much attention to grades.
It was not then anticipated that they would
have to earry the loads that are carried to.
day. We have found it wise economy to
expend a considerahble sum in regrading
work, so that the engines may draw heavier
loads. T know generally tbat the load has
heen increasing from year to vear.

‘e are opening up pas-
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The engines are
bigger, too.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And we now
have the electrical signalling.

The PREMIER: Yes. We are regrading,
using heavier rails, and bigger engines aml
drawing bigger loads. That will enable us
to an extent to meet the difficulty of shift-
ing the harvest, and also, in & way, to re-
duce expenditure. If we are to be obliged
to build new rolling stock, it is desirable
that the work should be carried out in our
own workshops, Additional expenditure
would be required there in the provision of
plant needed for the inereased work. Pro-
vision has been made on the Estimates for
the commencement of new lines as well as
the completion of those that were in hand
last year. The prineipal works completed
were the Lake Grace-Newdegate line, the
Esperance Northward line, and the Piawan-
ing Northward line. Substantial progres:
was made with the Dwarda-Narrogin railway
and the reconditioning of the Jardee-Pem-
berton line at a cost of about £50,000. The
major portion of the Dwarda-Narrogin line
was constructed last vear. The Jardee-Pem-
berton line was operated by the sawmills as
a light tine. It has now been relaid and
taken over by the Working Railways, and is
part of the system. The construction of the
line from Norseman to Salmon Gums was
started last year. It is hoped that it will
be completed early next year. The Albany-
Denmark extension was put in hand after
the close of the financial year, and a sum
af £100,000 has been provided for the work
on this year’s Hstimates.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is a de-
viation, too. :

The Minister for Railways: Neo, it is an
extension in connection with Nornalup.

The PREMIER: Tt is a new section. The
work is being pushed on. It is infended to
go on with it, as members will see from the
estimate of expenditure of £100,000. Of
the lines already authorised, only the Brook-
ton-Dale and the Yarramony Eastward lines
have not heen actually gommenced. Provi-
sion has been made in the Fstimates for the
preliminary work to he done in connection
with these lines, and with others which Par-
linment is being asked to anthorise this ses-
sion.

Mr. Brown: What will the preliminarv
work consist of; survewys?
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The PREMIER: I think most of the sur-
vey work has been done.

Alr. C. P. Wansbrough: There is provision
for further surveys.

The PREMIER: On other lines. Pro-
vision has been made for the survey of the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook line. Further sur-
vey work is being done in this case, because
the Engineer-in-Chief considers it will ba
possible to obtain a betfer grade.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is well to
do that becaunse it is ecostly to shift a line.
We pever have provided enough money for
these surveys.

The PREMIER: That is so. Onee a
railway has been laid, no matter what the
grade may be like, it is hard to obtain the
necessary money afterwards for regrading.
This sort of thing has operated for years,
and in some cases for generations, without
any regrading being done. I think this line
is part of the through line to Armadale.

Mr. Brown: We hope so.

The PREMIER: Tt will he some day.
This makes it the more essentia! that a good
grade should be obtained if possible, even
if more money has to be expended on the
original construction of the wark.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The first expendi-
ture is the cheapest.

The PREMIER: Other surveys provided
for are in connection with the Ejanding
Northwards railway, the Kalkalling-Bull-
finch railway, and the Mt. Barker-Pember-
ton railway., These lines have been author-
ised and will be completed us early as pos-
sible.  These are not new proposals, and
have been wunder consideration for some
time. They have been rendered necessary
by existing settlement that has gone ahead
of the lines in the six districts T have men-
tioned. A small sum has been set aside for
the preliminary work in connection with the
Lake Grace-Karlgarin railway, the Bill for
which is now before the House.

Mr. Brown: That will be for the survey?

The PREMIER: For the preliminary
work.

Mr. Corboy: It will not stop there.

The PREMIER: No. One would, be
very glad to be ahle to find the money for
all these railways. When we come to ex-
amine those that have been aunthorised, and
those now before the House, and others that
have been suggested or proposed, it is very
diffienlt to select one from the other and say
which is the most important.

Mr. C. P. Wansbhrough: The Lake Grace-
Karlgarin railway was promised.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Stubbs: It was promized many years
ago.

The PREMIER:
history very well.

Mr. Corboy: There are 90,000 bags of
wheat to be shifted there, 40 miles from a
railway.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is just as well to
leave old premises where they are.

The PREMIER: No doubt they were
made in good faith. If they have not been
fulfilled, it was becanse of the difficulty ex-
perienced infinding the money with which
to build all these railways. I should like
to be able to build them all, though they
would run into many hundreds of miles
and cost a large sum of money. It would
be a good thing for the State if we could
do this within the next year or two. It
wonld go far towards greatly increasing the
production of the State. The difficulty is
that there are so many needs for the money
in other directions, which are considered to
be equally urgent. No one can gainsay that
water supplies in agrienltural districts are
badly needed. So it is with works in other
directions. It is a pity that some of the
activities that fall npon Governments have
not been carried out by other bodies, so as
to leave the State freer to borrow money
for essential and big national works that are
required. We have spent momney in many
directions in the past in this State, and have
had to find it for works which are purely
of a local character in many ways.

Hon. G. Taylor: And domestie, too.

The PREMIER: Yes. I should like to
see such things as water supplies, that are
purely for local use, say in the metropolitan
area, and for which the people are paying
rates and taxes, controlled by those they
serve. But the Staie has to find money in
all directions, We must, therefore, be care-
ful not to come down with YL.oan Estimates
80 huge as to create g possible doubt in the
minds of those from whom we have to bor-
row the money. Tt will be remembered that
an attack was recently made in T.onden
upon Australian borrowing. This was based
on the score that Australia generally was
borrowing too rapidly and increasing its
public debt too fast.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I think our
Agent General gave a good reply.

The PREMIER: Yes. The Agent Gen-
eral would have replied at once. At all
events he would bave replied a day or so
after the attack was made, but for the fact
that the Prime Minister was in London at

I do not know its past
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the time. As the attaek was not upon
Western Australian borrowing, but upon
Australian borrowing generally, it was a
matter for the Prime Minister.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The Prime
Minister put up a good case, but I think
our man put up a better one.

The PREMIER: Yes. Our Agent Gen-
eral would have replied earlier but that he
had to wait until the Prime Minister had
had his say.

Hon. 8ir James Mitcheli:
up a good case.

The PREMIER: Yes. I think they sue-
ceeded in shattering a good deal of the case
that was made out. Nevertheless, from news-
paper cuttings which I receive from the Qld
Country by every mail—ecuotting from pow-
erful and influential sections of the Press—
there is no doubt a feeling exists in England
that perhaps Australia generally has been
going somewhat too fast. The general eriti-
cism has not done mneh harm, nnd much of it
is understood to he exaggerated and without
foundation.

Mr. Teesdnle: It emanated from a small
linancial group. It was not general.

The PREMIER: At the same time, it bas
an effeet in finaneial eircles, so much so that
it is considered advisable that no Australian
State should go on the loan market this side
of Christmas. We, of eourse, do not desire
to do so.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : We still get our
overdraft if we want it?

The PREMIER: Yes; but when we do
get an overdraft, we must go on the market
at given intervals in order to clear it off,
Tt is highly desirable that when that time
does arrive we should not experience any
difficnlty in obtaining the money we require.
I am not anticipating any difficulty at all.
We can get practically unlimited overdrafis.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : There has never
been any trouble about that.

The PREMIER: No. So far as T am
aware, it has never yet heen suggested that
a limit should be placed wpon the amount
of onr overdraft. Therefore T do not think
we shall have any diffientlty.

My, Brown: Will these various railways
be built in rotation, as they were passed?

The PREMIER: I cannet give the hon.
member that assurance. Sometimes a rail-
way Bill as the result of merely accidental
circumstances passes ahead of others that
mav be more deserving. I think as regards
only one line authorised in the State, was it

They both put
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lnid down that the line shonld have priority
of construetion.

Hon. G. Taylor:
more of that.

Mr. Teesdale: Good old Esperance!

My, Lindsay: Was not that done so as
to take the line out of its order?

The PREMIER: I am not sure about that,

Mr. Teesdale: The member for Toodyay
should give notice of that question.

The PREMIER: I think the course
adopted was taken because the line had been
badly treated. Tt was jostled at the turn,
and the idea was really to restore it to the
position whieh rightfully belonged to it.
Therefore it was taken from the rear and
-laced somewhere in front. At all events,
that is my reeollection of the matter. It has
to be remembered, too, that during the past
two or three years we have had extraordinary
expendifure in some directions. Of the
expenditure on the metropolitan water sup-
ply and sewerage works we should
be free in another year or two,
though perbaps it is rash to speculate
on that subject, Half a million pounds
every year for several years to be expended
on metropolitan water supply and cewerage
has prevented tbe construction of railways.
That work has diverted money which would
otherwise have been available for the con-
structioz of railways and other undertakings.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes, and building rail-
ways is a function of Government while the
other is more a funetion of the local au-
thorities,

The PREMIER : The other happens to he
a funetion of Government too, and the money
had to be found. The work counld not be
delayed any longer. As I mentioned, £80,000
is required for tramway extensions this year
—another work which cannot be delayed
except at the cost of grave injustice iy the
people interested. It will be apparent to
everyone that as the vountry grows and de-
velops, so do the city and suburbs expand;
and this means that money must be found for
transport facilities in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Stubbs: I hope the tramways exten-
sions will not run parallel with the railways.

The PREMIER: I hope not, though it
may not always be possible to avoid that.
I am quite certain that the proposed ex-
tensions will pay from the very commence-
ment, because settlement has gone on well
ahead of them. The population is there al-
ready, before the tramway extensions are
built. An amount of £150,000 is provided

We do not want any
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for the Electricity Supply. Approximately
£100,000 js required for the fifth unit, which
is already in hand; and the balance for ring
mains and extensions of mains generally.
Here again, in eommon with other concerns
which | bave already mentioned, the demand
is continually increasing. These works serve
a most useful purpose, and have an import-
ant influence on the industries of the metro-
politan area.

Mr. Stubhs: They are run at a loss too,
are they notd

The PREMIER: 1 do neot think so, al-
though if we had a better coniract with the
Perth City Couneil we shonld perhaps be
showing n considerable profit.

My, Stubbs: That contraet was a mistake.

The PREMIER: I am inclined io agree
with the hon. member.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who made the
agreement?

Hon. G. Taylor: Do not bother about that,

Tt is made.
- The PREMIER : Open confession is good
for the soul. I do not think it is a good
agreement, and T own that I was a member
of the Cabinet that made it. For harbours
and rivers £233,285 is asked this year. The
expenditure last year was £210,567. A small
sum has been made available for improve-
menis to the Esperance harbour. These im-
provements nre rendered wecessary hy the
construction of the Esperanee railway. The
Engineer-in-Chief will shortly put up a com-
prehensive scheme for the Esperance har-
bour, and there again a large sum of money
wili he required within the next ew years
for the provision of harhour accommeoda-
tion. That necessity arizes from the con-
struetion of the railway and slso from the
development of our wheat lands in that
distriet.

ITon. G. Tavlor: I think the report will
hlow out the theory that Esperance harbour
is a good harhour. A lot of money will have
to be spent on it.

The PREMIER: T helieve it is in many
respects & fine harhour.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes, but it will want a
ot of money.

The PREMIER: Representations have
been made to me also regarding the neces
sity for providing more harbour accommo-
dation nt Busselton. Tt has been pointed
out that ships frequently have to pass that
port hecause ‘there = nn room for them
to herth. A= a vesnlt, contraets have
been eancelled and timber has had o he
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railed from Busselton to Bunbury,  Ae-
cordingly I bave asked the Engineer in-Chief
to report on the question of harbour ascom-
modation at Busselton also. On these Loan
Estimaies 1 lave provided a swn so that
the work may he commenced this ye:ur, when
the report has been raceived.

Hon. Sir James Milchell: Dut £5,000 wiil
unly do the investigation.

The PREMIER: The total estimated cost
is not mach—only £16,000. It has been pro-
posed that the jetty should be extended.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: A new head is
wanied,

The PREMIER: The total cost of the
improvementis is estimated at £16,600, and
seeing that pearly half the year ha- passed
£5,000 will probably be sufficient for the
work that can be done during the current
finaneial year. The Engineer-in-Chief has
also inveslignted the situation at Bunbury,
and he¢ will shortly be in a position 1o make
a recommendation regarding the works
necessary to improve conditions there, This
year £15,000 is provided for Bunbury bar-
bour. Work will be continued at Fremantle
and Geraldton, at which ports steady
progress wuas made during the year. The
work at Fremantle last year consisied prin-
ecipally of renewals to Vietoria Quay, dredg-
ing the entrance channel, and econstrueting
a new grain shed at the North Wharf. I am
asking for slightly less this year oun sccount
of water supply, the principal reason for
the reduction heing lhat the expenditure on
the metropolitan water supply is not now
gnite s¢ heavy. The hills scheme was pro-
ceeded with lasi year, and a large namber of
extensions of mains were made. The mains
from Wongong, Canning and Churchman’s
Brook were completed. It is infended to
push on wiih the Churchman’s Brook dam,
to muke a commencement with the Wongong
reservoir, and also te continuc laying large
mains and to recondition the 12-inch main
from the Vietoria reservoir. For these works
£260425 i set down as against last year's
expenditure of £381,901. T.ast year, under
varicus voles, conntry water supplies ab-
sorhed £177,400. This year I have provided
£196.000. T bope that our friends on the
eross benehes will not consider they have any
cause Tor eomplaint on that seore.

Mr. Stubbs: Does that amount inelude
town water supplies in agricultaral areas?

The PREMIER: No: The amonmnt is for
eountry water snpplies.

Mr. Stubbs: I mean, does it include sup-
plies for eountry towns?
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The PREMIER: I am not going. to give
the hon. member any information about that
‘Wagin supply just now, but he may be able
to elicit some satisfactory answer when the
items are reached. As regards country water
supplies, the demands are inereasing year by
year; aund I think the Government may
fairly claim thai they sre meeting those de-
mands. New tanks and reservoirs have been
completed, improvements have been effected
in the water supplies of country fowns, wells
have been sunk, and other tanks are in hand
for completion at the end of the yeur. The
sewerage of Subiaco has been progressing
satisfactorily, and various works have been
carried out in both Perth and Fremantle
during last vear. For sewerage works 1
am asking £115,975 on these Estimutes. The
work of sewering the Subiaco district, as
hon. members know, was not commenced un-
til most of the other metropolitan districts
had been completed in that respect. The out-
flow sewer to the ocean is costing a vonsider-
able amount of money.

Hon. G. Taylor: Are you making any
provision for sewering Oxford-shieet and
Mt. Hawthorn?

The PREMIER : T am not sure abont that.
Extensions and reticulations are goine on all
the time.

Hon, (i. Taylor: In the loealities I refer
to nothing has been going on for years.

The PREMIER: I am not sure whether
the mains have been eonshructed there.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are no ains.

The PREMIER: That, probably. is the
difficulty.

Hon. G. Taylor: Those locnlities are con-
nected up as far as the mnains.

The PREMIER: Considerable sums have
been expended on agrieultural extensions
from the 30-in. water main, and Ffurther
works will he placed in hand shortly. The
30-in. main is 23 years old now, and demands
continual renewals. Considerable cxpendi-
fure is oecasioned in this diveetion. A large
amount of drainage work has been carried
oul, principally in group settlement areas;
and further drainage work will be dene dur-
ing this year. For the development of min-
ing the usual provision of £100,000 i~ made.
That is the amount which has been granted
year after year. This year, however, it will
be in addition to the amount provided from
the Federal Disabilities Grant. The develop-
ment of Agriculture is again the largest
source of expenditure, over £2,000,000 heing
required. I think the exact amount is
£2,109,798.
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Hon. G. Taylor: And then the farmers
are not satisfied!

Hon, Sir James Mitehell:
satisfied.

The PREMIER: I would remind hon.
mewmbers that this amount represents only
direct expenditure on agriculture. There is
expenditure in many other directions which
I claim is properly to be classed as expen-
diture on agriculture.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of rourse we
me getting a lot of money back. Yon know
there is £1,200,000 eoming back.

The PREMIER: Some of it 15 coming
back. But money spent on new railways,
money spent on rural development, money
spent on ¢ountry water supplies is ail money
spent on agriculture. Money spent on ad-
ditions to opened railways, mopney ~pent on
provision of additional rolling stouk, is ex-
penditure that has been rendered nccessary
largely by the development of our agrieml-
tural industry. .

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not a penny
of this money would be spent at ali but for
the agricultura! industry. _ ]

The PREMIER: Of course, some of the
expenditure is less directly for the henefit of
agriculture than other expenditure,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If it were not
fur agrienlture, we conld reduce the number
of memhers here to 10.

The PREMIER: I would not be so pessi-
mistic as all that about the other industries.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you were
making disparaging remarks about the agri-
cultural industry.

The PREMIER: No. There is no doubt
that n very large proportion of our lodn
expenditure is made, either directly or in-
directly, in conneetion with agricultore.

Hon. G. Taylor: If we could get some re-
tnrn for the services rendered to the farmer,
it would be all right.

The PREMIER: T believe that in time the
farmer will mend his ways.

Mr. Teesdale: T wish we had some farmers
up North. We should then get better freat-
ment.

The PREMIER : And then there wonld he
no eause to talk about handing over the
North o the Commonwealth. An occasional
reminder about the North, and mining, and -
other things does not do any harm. Gronp
settlement is responsible for £1,370,000 of
the tofal of £2,109,000 set down,

Hon. G. Taylor: And still their represén-
tatives are not satisfied!

Yes, they are
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The PREMIER: For advamnces by the
Agricultural Bank there is provided £250,000.
We spent slightly less than that last year.
Then there is a similar sum, £250,000, for
soldier settlement advanees, and we have
provided £100,000 for the purchase of wire
netting for settlers. That, of course, will
be recovered fromn the Commonwealth under
the agreement with them. We are in a posi-
tion to supply wire nefting as required,
Now we come to another line of large ex-
penditure. The sam of £196,000 is pro-
vided for roads, as against an expenditure
of £86,000 last year. This £196,000 is ca-
clusive of the money obtained from the Com-
monwealth, :

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is onr share,

The PREMIER: Provision is made on
these ®stimates for our expenditure of
£194,000.

Mr. Stabbs: That is for main roads?

The PREMIER: It is for roads. Of
course the increase, as against the £86,000
of last year, is due to the new agreement,
under which provision is made for largely
inereased expenditure. As is well known,
under that agreement the Commonwenalth will
provide £384,000 each year on condition that
we spend from our funds 15s. for each 20s.
advanced by them. Qur contributions have
.provided under this Vote £181,300, and under
the Agrienltural Group Settlement Roads
-and Drainage Vote £15000, making the
total the £196,300 I have mentioned. Even
then we shall not be expending right np to
the amount to be expended under the agree-
ment. Under the new agresment we should
have provided £288,000, or approximately
£80,000 more than we have provided. We
have not done that, hecause nearly half the
year hag gone and it would not be possible
to expend the whole of the sum in the time.
.But the Commonwealth grant does not lapse
with each year, and any amount unexpended
in one year will be svailahle the next year.
8o it is prohable that a much larger sum
will have to be found next wear, because hy
then the machinery of the Main Roads
Board will be in operation and we shall be
able to expend the full amount, which we
are not able to do this vear because of delay
in completing the agreement, and beeangs
of the late start consequent on that delav.
We have other votes provided to cover the
cost of special roads, portion of which da
not come under the Commonwealth agree-
ment. We shall be spending a ennsiderable
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sumt on roads, apart altogether from the
Commonwealth agreement. We huve pro-
vided for roads and drainage in group areas
£170,000, and provision to the exzsteni of
£15,000 is made for reeonsirncting the ¥re-
mantle-Canning road. This road is being
constructed under the provisions of the
Troflic Aet, which give the Govermment
power to construct roads in the metropolitan
aren #nd to charge iuterest and sinking fund
ot hult the cost of the work. Se v will be
seen that very substantial provision has Leen
made for road construetion. Approximately
thete was expended from all sourees
last vear on roads £356,000, and brovision
has been made for expenditure this
vear of £460,000, There is no occa-
gion to dwell on the need for a road
construction poliey in this State. If we
can go on under the new agreement, most
of the difficulties as they affect the people
of the State should be over by the end of
the ten year period, although the difficnlties
of the Treasurer each vear in finding the
money will not be lessened.

Mr. Stubbs: It will all come back indireectly.

The PREMIER : As Treasorer I find that
all things come back indireetly. But there
is not in our hooks of accounts any item
for indireet revenue. Tf we had such an
item, where we could credit this year a sum
representing money to come back in futore
vears, it would be much easier to balance
the ledger.

Houn. 8ir James Mitchell: Money wisely
spent must bring ity return,

The PREMIER : Buot sometimes even
money wisely spent does not give an im-
mediate veturn,  With all the experience
accumulated in the Fastern States and in
other parts of the world, we shounld be able
to make roads that would stand up to the
traffic. That question was fairly fully dis-
cussed earlier in the session, Tt seems to
me folly to spend money on roads, only to
have them smashed to pieces within a few
months becanse they are not capable of
standing up to the traffie.  For publie
buildings we have provided £98,000, as com-
pared with an expenditure of £72,404 last
year, This, of covrse, is for sehools, hos-
pitals, and public buildings generally, Tn
addition, money has been provided for the
erection of conntry hospitals. The demand
for this is eontinually increasing, and the
general principle is that the expenditure
should ba on a pound for pound basis.
Membhers representing country districts will
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know that there has been considerable
activity in the erection of hospitais for
some years past. This will have to con-
tinue as the country grows. Funds for
preliminary work in respect of the Fre-
mantle road and railway bridges have been
provided. That is another financial problem
that will have to be faced within the next
few years. The Engineer-in-Chief will
have his report on the proposed site ready
for presentation to the Government shortly,
and of eourse we shall have to be largely
guided by that as to what is fo be done.
The sum of £5,000 is provided for the pre-
liminary work. It seems there can be no
escape from the construction of that
bridge.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell: Qf course, Par-
liament will have to be consulted before
it is built.

The PREMIER: I should think so, for
it will be a very big work, running into a
huge sum of money. There is rather more
than usuval set down for trading concerns.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is a somewhat con-
troversial question.

The PREMIER: Yes, but T think I shail
be able to allay the fears of members when
I say that most of it is for the two new
ships. Particulars of these purchases are
well known to members, and there is uo
necessity to agnin refer to them further
than to say the final payments are due this
year. The two ships are responsible for
the big inerease in the Vote. The first of
these boats, the “Kybra,” has been in eom-
mission for some months and the second
one, the “Koolinda,’ is expected to arrive
in January.

Mr. Coverley : The North-West coast
could do with still another boat.

The PREMIER : I believe it could. Those
two hoats account for the big increased ex-
penditure in the Trading Concerns Vote. It
has also been necessary to provide new
machinery for the State Implement Works
in order to effect economtes, and to provide
for extensions of the State Brickworks,
running into about £10,000, There is also
a sum provided for the State Sawmills,
principally for the erection of a new mill
at Holyoake and for the transfer of the cld
mill at Wuraming te a new site, while cer-
tain additions have been made to the plant
at Carlisle. I think that eovers most of the
items set out in the Estimates. Although
the amount seems large, it will be found
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that every penny of it, and more, iz re-
quired. After all, if we only continune to
expand and grow and develop as the State
has been doing for some years past, tlere
need be no fear that we are over borrowing,
especially wheu portion of the money is
cheap money. There can be no fear ss to
the ability of our people to meet the inter.
est and sinking fund charges. There can
be no doubt at all about that. When we
see the country stretehing ount, developing
on all bands, we need not hesitate to pro-
vide the money required, without which the
extension and growth cannot take place. 1
have bad deputations asking for new rail-
ways, depntations in the course of which
o number of settlers have pointed out that
they have been for some years away beyond
the reach of railway communication and
have been largely wasting their time, doing
very little work, in consequence of which
production is held up. Given railway com-
munication, the land could be cleared and
under caltivation, to the advantage of the
State. I believe we shall be able to so add
to our developmental works during the year
as to enable the State to go on progressing,
and to inerease its produetion in the vears
zhead of us.

Progress reported.

BILL—GOVERNMENT RATLWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [5.45]
in moving the second reading said: Mem-
bers are aware that there has been an appeal
hoard in connection with the Rajlway Do-
partment for a great number of years, and
that it bas worked fairly well. As the years
have gone by, it has been shown that some
of the machinery eonnected with the board
has not bheen altogether satisfactory, and
the need for amendment has become ap-
parent. One section of the Railway Act
has not been availed of for four or five
years, and as the Act was being amended it
was thought that the opportunity could be
taken to remove it from the statute. It is
the section that gives the department powe:
to punish an employee instead of by way of
a fine, to collect an amount of money which
might pe part of the cost of the damage
done by the employee.

Hon. G. Tayior: Due to his negligence?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is the right to punish an officer by
dismissal, and also the right to deduet from
his wages part of the cost of damage that
might have been done by reason, perhaps,
of carelessness, or even as the result of acei-
dent. That section has given eause for dis-
satisfaction, so much so that the department
a few years ago deeided to abolish that form
of punishment. Seeing, therefore, that
there is no longer anv need for the section
to remain in the Act, it has been agreed by
the Commissioner and the unions eoncerned
that the best interests of all will be served
if it is repealed. Another section of the
Act limits the right of appeal to those who
have served continflously for 12 months.
The Bill reduces the gualifying peried to
six months, which is the period required to
make 4 man eligible for other privileges in
accordance with awards. Those are the
main prineiples it is intended to alter, hut
there are several amendments to the machin-
ery sections of the Act. Section 70 of the
Act deals with the construction of the ap-
peal board, and provides that one member
and a deputy shall be elected by each of the
three seetions, the salarvied staffs, the wage-
staffs and the locomotive branch. The wenk-
ness here is that it gives a man employed
in the loeo branch two voles, viz., one for
the Jocomotive and one for the wages repre-
sentative. The amending Bill gives ona
member and deputy to the salaried staff of
the Railways, one to the salaried staff of
the Tramways and Electricity Supply
branch, and one each to five sestions of
wages staff, viz, Traffic and Stores, Loco
Runping, Loco workshops, Ways and
Works, and Tramways snd Eleetricity Sup-
ply. It has somelimes happened in the past
that the elected member sitting has not heen
in elose touch with the work of the branch
or section eoncerned. The proposed amend-
ment remedies this fanlt and will vender the
board more acceptahle hoth to the staff and
to the Commissioner. There has been a de-
sire expressed by various seefions of the
service that the men on the appeal board
should be men representing the elass of work
in respeet of which an appeal might be
taking place. The desire is that the repre-
sentative should have a thorough knowledge
of the class of work being dealt within the
appeal, and so be able to give the benefit
of his advice and experience io the other
members of the court. The Bill therefore
provides that instead of having one man
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for the salaried staff, one for the wages staff,
or locomotive branch, tbere shall be mem-
bers as I have enumerated them. It mesns
that for about 8,000 emplovees, with the ex-
ception of the tramway employees, each
member of the appeal board will represent
abont 1,500 members of a branch of the
service. Each member will sit only in eon-
nection with an appeal affecting the branech
he represents. The chairman of the appeal
board will be a magistrate. The additional
subsection to Seetion 70 provides for any
member elected being so employed as to
permit of his attendance on the board, thus
remaving any disability from men employed
in remote districts. The amendment means
that any man representing a particular sec-
tion will have hia employment so arranged
that it wil! be possible for him to attend
the appeal board sittings without any
trouble. TFor instance, the representative of
the loco branch will not have to be stationed
at Meekatharra.

Hon. G. Taylor: Say he is located at
Meckatharra, and it is desired that he should
attend at Geraldton. Will he be transferred
to Geraldlon?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But he need not
take the job.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, but hy virtue of the fact that he has
submiited himself for the position, it iy as-
sumed that he will take it. The system of
voting will be preferential, similar to that
in vogue at Parliamentary elections.

Hon. G. Tavlor: T see yon have made
provision for a deputy in every instance.

Thke MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
That has always been so. The elections will
take place every three vears, and it is not
desired that they should be held more fre-
gquently. The deputy will take the place
of the memher of the board, in the event of
that memher's inability to attend. The
member himself may have an interest in the
appeal,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They will not
sit very often.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Fortunately there has been a spirit of jus-
tice in regard tc punishment meted out to
employees. It hag heen generally recop-
nised that the punishment has been fair and
that there has been no necessity to appeal
to a board which wonld probably uphold
the decision of those in authority. Frivol-
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ous appeals have not taken place. As a
matter of fact, such appeals have been dis-
couraged by the nnions and by the advocates,
and indeed by the board also. Another
amendment will make it mandatory for a
deputy to sit on the board. The Act merely
permitted a deputy to act. In the event of
the member or the deputy not being able to
appear, the original Act provided that the
person concerned should have the right to
nominate someone to sit on the board.
There was no organisation existing which
wag sufficiently representative io be able to
nomipate anyone, Unionism being recog-
nised as & principle in connection with our
industrial life, the Bill provides that the
particular union conesrned shall have the
right te nominate a person to sit on the
hoard.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The union to
whish the appellant belongs.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
There would be three or four unions, and
this particular union would be the union
substantially representing the branch inter-
ested. Such an event, however, is hardly
likely to oceur. Seetion 72 enacts that ap-
peals shall be heard within 30 days of their
lodgment, but makes no provision for any
redress in the event of this limit being ex-
ceeded. That is to say that if an appeal is
not heard within 30 days, the appellant has
no right to redress because of the expiration
of that period. This has been altered and

the Bill provides that if the hearing be not -

commenced within 30 days, the punishment
shall be revoked and the appellant’s loss re-
imbursed. Section 74 deals with proeedure.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It will take
us a month to get through this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is nothing very much in it. I do not
think anyone in the department or anyone
else can have any objection to the principles
it contains. There are only four or five
amendments to the Aet, and they mostly are
machinery elanses, which have been shown
to be necessary.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T agree that
there is no wish to do anyone an injustice.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Bill has been submitted at the request
of the unions. There is no hostility to it
from any quarter, The hon. member ¢an rest
assured that all parties are in agreement,
and that there is no opposition to it. See-
tion 74 deals with procedure. Under the
amending Bill the anthority of the board is
strengthened by providing penalties for
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nou-complianee with a sammons to attend as
a witness. The right of a witness to recover
travelling expenses is also established. See-
tion 74 deals with procedure and Clause 8
of the Bill provides an amendment for the
issuing of swnmonses for the attendance of
witnesses.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Will those wit-
nesges give evidence on oath?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, that has always been done.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Will this ap-
ply to people outside the railway servicet

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and it will be necessary for those who
kave been summoned, to attend before the
board to mive evidenee. Tn addition, the
person who subpoenas the witness will be
responsible for the payment of his fees,
which will be recoverable in the law eourts.
In the past instanees have been known where
persons have been in a position to give
material evidence relating to an appeal case.
Sneh people have indicated that the matter
had nothing to do with them, and have re-
fused to give evidence. The result has led
to injustice being done, These ave the prin- -
ciples that are covered by the Bill and the
fact that both the department and the
unions concerned are in agreement, should
be sufficient to merit eommendation of the
Bill a¢ the hands of the House. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—POLICE ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER TOR JUSTICE (ITon.
J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [6.2] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill is along
somewhat similar lines to that of the pre-
vious one. In this instance, however, the
measure deals with the creation of an appeal
board for the Police Department. It is the
poliey of the Government that appeal
boards shall be available for Governjuent
employees in whatever branch of the service
they may be engaged. The railway em-
ployees have had the advantage of an appeal
board for many vears and the Hounse has
recently been discussing the provision of an
appeal board for the teachers in the Educa-
tion Department. In this instance the Police
Department is to be dealt with, and the
members of the foree have been asking for
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the provision of an appeal board for many
years past.

Hon. G. Taylor: Will the appeal board
deal with punishments only?

The MINISTER FOR .JUSTICE: Yes.

Hon. G. Taylor: Not with promotions.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
the Railway Appeal Board does not deal
with appeals in respect of promoetions, nor
is it proposed that the police appeal hoard
shall do so either.

Hon. G. Taylor: Under the New South
Wales Police Act the appeal board can dea)
with promotions.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is a lot to be said for and against promo-
tions leing dealt with by an appeal hoard.
I do not propose to ask the House to pro-
vide for the board exercising that function.
It should be the responsibility of the admin-
istrative officer in charge of the Police De-
partment to make definite recommendations
regarding promotions. I do not see how an
independent board, with no experience re-
garding the ability, temperament, taet, or
character of an officer, and with the advan-
tage of merely the evidence of one or two
‘people who would favour the appellant,
could properly deal with such a question.
Naturally, anyone who had anything to say
against the interests of the appellant officer
would stay away, and the true faets would
not be placed before the board. The admin-
isteative branch, to use & eolloquialism
would not “put the gun into” the appellant
officer. The administrative officers are econ-
cerned with the efficient working of the de-
partreent, and should take the responsibility
attached to recommendations for promotions.
When some union or an individual officer
congiders a flagrant ease of favouritism has
taken place in connection with a promotion,
a special board may be established. During
the time T have been Minister for Railways,
two such special boards have been created to
deal with charges of favouritism. That is
sufficient to overcome that diffienlty,

Mr. Lamhert: Do you think that, gener-
ally speaking, promotions in the police foree
have been satisfactory?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Not en-
tirely. For that reason, when about 25 sen-
ior officers were to be appointed 18 months
or so ago, regard was taken to the faet that
for many vears past dissatisfaction has been
apparent in the police foree in eonnection
with promotions. It was considered desir-
able in that instance that a beard should
he ereated to deal with those promotions.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If a man were
reduced or dismissed, would he have the
right of appeal¥

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Would a man in
Constable Lambert’s position bave the right
of appeal?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
that is a particular point concerning the Bili.
If an officer should be dismissed or removed
from the police foree, as Constable Lambert
was, he will have the right of appeal to the
board. I was anxious to provide that such
officers shonid have the right of appeal to
the board instead of to the Minister, becanse
it is more satisfactory to deal with such eases
in open court, where evidence can be called
by both sides hefore an impartial fribunal,
and judgment entered on the facts. Thus,
the Police Act is to be amended so that cases
such as that of Constable Lambert, can be
dealt witl: by the appeal board. If a man is
punished by the Commissioner of Police for
neglect of duty, that case will ecome within
the jurisdiction of the hoard. The Bill pro-
vides for appeals against punishments in-
flicted as a result of inquiries by the Com-
missioner or by an officer acting on behalf
of the Commissioner, and for constituting an
appeal board to deal with such appeals. At
present there is no provision in the Police
Aet for a member of the force to appeal
against punishment. In the event of & sub-

_ordinate officer dealing with a complaint

lodged against an officer under his control,
hefore the punishment is inflicted, the Com-
missioner must express his approval] of the
punishment meted out by his subordinate.
Something may have happened at Broome
and the inspector of police there may be
asked to investigate the charge against a con-
stable, and (o make & recommendation. That
inspector may be a man possessing a very
high sense of dnty and he may regard a
lapse, that another inspector might consider
was trivial, as something much more ser-
ious. He might recommend a punishment
that the Commissioner of Police, who deals
with the whole personnel of the force, might
ronsider too drastic altogether. The Com-
missioner would deal with the position in ae-
cordance with the facts snbmitted to him,
and would be able to mitigate the punish-
menf, should he consider it advisable to do
so, It is, therefore, provided in the Bill that
the Commissioner must approve of any pun-
ishment inflicted bhv a ecubordinate officer.
Then, if the man who is punished eonsiders



[25 Noveusrr, 1926.]

that be has a grievance, or that the punish-
ment js unjust, he will have the right to ap-
peal to the board aganinsi the treatment
meted out to him, Af present there is mo
such right of appeal against punishment.
The procedure under the present Act is that
a member of the forece may elect to have his
case dealt with by the Commissioner, or may
apply to bhave it dealt with by a board. Such
a Dboard would consist of a resident magis-
trate, a justice of the peace and an nfficer of
the police force, and the decision of the board
is subject to confirmation by the Executive
Couneil. There is, however, no appeal from
the decision arrived at by the board. That,
briefly, is the system now operating and the
Bill is intended to alter that position.
Clause 2 provides for the repeal of Seetion
19, under which an officer may be fined £10
or imprisonment for one month, it found
guilty by two justices of the peace of neglect
or violation of duty. We have reached a
stage in our development when it is hardly
necessary for such powers to be contained
in the Police Act. If an officer has com-
mitted some oifence, even though it may be
a comparatively serious one, the power to
dismiss him from the force should be suf-
ficient without the right to imprison him
for a month. Sections 23 and 24 of the
principal Aet also provide for a term of
imprisonment for insubordination er mis-
conduct. If a policeman is found guilty of
miseconduet, it is possible for him to be put
in gaol for three days. The exercise of such
powers might be all right in connection with
the military forces, but it is regarded as
an anachronism in connection with civil life,
such as the police are engaged in. It is
cerfainly an anachronism in these days that
an employer shall have the right to imprison
one of his employees. Of course, I do not
think those powers have been used for years,
but still that power exists in lhe Aect
to-dny. It was passed 26 years ago, and as
we were amending the Police Act, it was
thought wise, and in accordanee with indus-
trial conditions of to-day, to delete the sec-
tions altogether. Under Section 26, which is
to be repealed, power is given for the ap-
pointment of a board to hear appeals from
members of the force who have been charged
with misconduct, and the decisions of such
boards have to be eonfirmed or otherwise by
the Governor in Council. The trouble about
that provision is that boards, consisting of
different people, deal with similar cases and
impose varying punishments. A casc may be
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dealt with by two loeal justices at Pinjarra
and they may give their decision. A similar
case may be dealt with by another board
in some other part of the State and a decision
arrived at that will be totally inconsistent
with that arrived at by the Pinjarra board.
In order to arrive at greater consistency, it
was thought that appeals against punish-
ments should be dealt with, as far as pos-
sible, by one board.

Sitting suspended from (.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
dealt with most of the provisions of the Bill
with the exception of the machinery clauses,
which are based on those in the Government
Railways Aet Amendment Biil. Machinery
is provided for the election and eonstitution
of the hoard to deal with the appeals.
For vears the police have been endeavouring
to met a board which would ensure some
oniformity in the appesls against punish-
ment. Their representatives have seen me
on several occasions and they are in agree-
ment vegarding the provisions of the Bill
The administrative staff of the department
eonsider the Bill eminently fair and they
feel that it will bring 2 measure of content-
ment that has long been desired in the ad-
ministration of the department. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon G. Taylor, debate
adjourned.

" PRIVILEGE—“HANSARD” COPIES
REMOVED.

To Inguire by Committes.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [7.32]: Before
the next Order of the Day is called on, I
desire to rise on a matter of privilege, It
is somewhat distasteful to have to 1pention
the matter, but I have made inquiries of
other members and I find that apparently
most of us have suffered the same experience,
namely, that No. 13 “Hansard” has been
removed from our desks.

Hon, G. Taylor: I have missed mine.

Mr. Sampson: An unlucky number.

Mr. CORBOY: It is a number thet con-
tains rather important debates so far as two
or three members of the Honse are con-
cerned, and the position unfortunately is
that the Government Printer has no further
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supplies of that number. There are no spare
copies in the House and we cannot get them
anywhere else. To my surprise I found,
on consulting you, Mr, Speaker, that even
your eopy had been removed from your desk,
If members cannot leave papers on their
desks in lhe House with a feeling of ahso-
lnte safety, it is a serious matter. 1 do noi
know who removed the eopies of
“Hanzard”; I do not know who would de-
gire to do so unless it were a wmember.

Mr. Sampson: A strange taste!

Mr. CORBOY: That might be. T notice
that the Minister for Lands, with the typieal
instinets of 8 Cornishman, having found his
No. 13 “Hansard” is putting it nnder lock
and key in his drawer. Apparently his is
the only one that has not been removed. At
any rate, everv member with whom I have
spoken has missed his copy. On looking
around the Chamber T find that two or three
members indicate that their No. 13 “Hun-
sard” has not been removed, but I was not
aware of that hefore. [ merely wish to men-
tion the malter because I consider it very
sertons that papers helonging to members
shonld be removed from the Chamber. Hav-
ing ventilated the matter 1 hope we shall
never have a repetition of anything of the
kind. T know that one particular member
was desirous of getting half a dozen copies
of that particular number and he found it
impossible to do so. Additiona) copies were
nnobtainable, No. 13 eopy belonging to
that hon. member had been removed, and he
did not possess one. Having registered my
protest, in order to comply with the Stand-
tng Orders, I move—

That a committee be appointed to inquire

into the matter of the removal of No. 13 copy
of ‘'Haneard’’ from membera’ desks.

MR. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.35]: 1
second the motion, and in doing so I should
like to ask whether we would have any
power to expel a member or otherwise deal
with him if we found that he had removed
these nambers from memhbers’ files. I should
like to hear vour opinion, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: If any member is found
to have been guilty of any act of disrespect,

he may bhe dealt with as the Hounse muy
think fit.

Mr. CORBOY : I do nat desire the motion
to go to a division. T ask leave to with-
draw the motion,

[ASSEMBLY.]

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [7.36]: I do not think the matier
ghould be allowed to rest there. It seems
quite clear that some deliberate attempt
has been made to purloin that partienlar
number of “Hansard” I notice that mine
has disappeared.

Several Members: So has mine.

The PREMIER: It is a serious :aalfer
if any member is free to steal a number of
“Han=ard” from other members’ desks. 1
think a committee ought to be appointed so
that we may aseertain just what has hap-
pened.

Hon, &, Taylor: Some action ought to be
taken,

The PREMIER: Whoever was respon-
sible, it was a very improper thing to take
away copies of “Hansard” from metbers’
and Ministers’ desks.

Mr. Corboy: Highly improper.

Mr. Teesdale: I have lost mine. It is
quite easy to know where they have gone.

The PREMIER: If the matter is allowed
to pass on this occasion, the offence might
be repeated. I hope the hon. member will
allow the motion to go to the vote.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken, and a committee comsisting
of Messrs. Lambert, Lindsay, Millington,
Taylor, and the mover appointed, with
power to eall for persons and papers, sit
on days over which the House slands ad-
Jjourned, and report on Tuesday next.

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Sehedule of five amendments made by the
Conneil now considered.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill.

No. 1—Claunse 5. Delete all words from
“beginning” down to and inclusive of the
word “hours” in line 7.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2—Clause ». Delete the word
“therecf” in line 8§ and insert in lieu thereof
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the words “of Seetion 6 of the prinecipal
Aet”

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 8, Subclause (4).—Delete the
words ‘‘ general secretary of the Miners’ Union
in lines thirteen and fourteen, and insert in
lieu thereof the words ‘‘the accredited repre-
sentative of any industrial union of workers
who are engaged in the coal mining industry,
and whose wages are determined on the basis
of the tonnage of coal raized.?’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

That the Council’s amendment be agreed to
subjeet to the ingertion after the word *‘ work-
ers’’ of the following words:—*‘Registered
under the Industrial Arbitration Aet, 1012
1925.%?

This will put the amendment in order, and
bring it into eonformity with the law of
the land.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Can we
have an industrial union of workers that is
not registered?

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : But it
would not be recognised by the eonrt.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : There is only one
coal miners’ union in the State. Are there
any industrial bodies at Collie that are
anregistered ?

The Minister for Mines: There may be
dozens.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not think the
Minister’s amendment is necessary.

The Minister for Mines: The Conneil’s
amendment is not necessary.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But the Minister has
accepted it. The Bill affects only those
who are engaged in the Collie coal industry.

Mr WILRBON: If it is neeessary for
the industrial Court of Arbitration to
deal with the malter of hours, it is also
necessary that it shonld deal! with the mat-
ter of inspecting weights. The miners come
under the jurisdiction of the eonrt on the
question of honrs, although another lace
has strock ont the hours.

Hon, G, TAYLOR: Evervone affected by
ihe Bill wonld be registered under the In-
dustriat Arbitration Aet. There is no one
at Collie against whormn we need legilate.
Tndustrial organisations are here to stay,
and if the workers have any sense they
will see to it they continue as such. 'The
prineiple of industrial organisation is

2453

sound. It is the only way in which the
workers can protect themselves, Why
shonld we be afraid of anyone? There is
po inducement to any people to interfere
with the Collie organisation.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: They have done il
in the past.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not afratd of
its being done at Collie.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is arguing that there is no reason
for the Couneil’s amendment, but that the
clause should remain as it was first printad.

Hon. G, Taylor: I did not say that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is the
only inference that ean be drawn from the
hon. member's remarks.

Hon. G. Tayloer: You cannot misrepresent
ro¢ Hk%e that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I can'ist
interpret the hon. member’s words in any
other way.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: We are dealing
with your amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : If the
Leader of the' Oppmsition will be quiet for
a moment I wil' proeecd. Anoiber ploce
struck out the words “General Secretnry of
the Miners’ Union.” The member ror Mt,
Margaret argues that it is unlikely there will
he more than one union at Collie to be dealt
with. )

Hon. G. Taylor: The Council’s amend-
ment is sound. Tt means that the general
secretary of any one union shall not he the
only person responsible.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is ehanging his mind.

Hon. G. Taylor: You are changing yours.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
should only recognise registered unions. We
say that before & union ean be heard it must
be reristered under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act. We also insist upon disputes being
settled by arbitration. We must ensure that
the vepresentative indicated here shall he the
representative of that organisation which is
registered under the law of the countrv. Tt
may happen that two unions become regis-
tered if one does not carry out its proper
Punctions. But even if two are registered,
we are then not eonfined to this provision.
Havinge said thot the proper place to deter-
mine the matter is the Arbitration Conrt,
this Chamber, recognising that principle,
shouild insist that the representative of fhe
mnion shall he the representative of that
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union which is registered under the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act. I am not going to
leave & loophole for any bogus union or any
blackleg unien.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Oh, drop that
here!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Whyt

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There 13 nv
suggestion of any such thing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Do not
we know that such things exist?

Hon, Sir James Mitchell : No.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member does know that such a thing exists.
It existed during his administration of this
country.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Where?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On the
goldfields. I refer fo the alleged Coolgardie
Miners Union.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It was a regis-
tered union.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
not, registered, and it was a bogus union.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Nothing of the
sort. '

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member prettnds to be in favour of arbi-
tration and unionism bant he cannot listen to
an argument.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : I cannot be high
and mighty.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On occa-
sions the hon. member cannot even be ordin-
arily civil. I ask this Chamber to agree that
the representative of the union shall be the
representative of that union which is regis-
tered under the law of the country. Hon.
members opposite, to be consistent, ecannot
object to that.

Hon, G. TAYLOR : The Minister has tried
to put into my mouth words which I have
never used. I said T could defend the first
part of the amendment made by another
place if it were necessary to do so, and I
went on to say that as the Minister for Mines
had aceepted that part, there was no need
for me to justify it. The Minister wants to
provide that the union must be registered
under the Arbitration Act. What does the
Council’s amendment say¥ “The secredited
representative of any industrial union of
workers” What is an accredited industrial
union of workers? The Minister says a union
ean have no standing before the Arbitration
Court nnless it is registered. The Council’s
smendment speaks of an aceredited repre-

[ASSEMBLY.]

sentative. An accredited representative must
be the representative of a registered union.
If the umion bas no standing before the
Arbitration Court, its representative will not
he there.

The Minister for Mines: He could be the
aceredited representative of his own union.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: The reason for the
Minister’s amendment on the Council’s
amendment is that there is only one union
of coalminers in Western Australia. The
delegate, therefore, would have to be a dele-
gate from that union of coalminers, and if
any other union of coalminers started in this
State, this measure would have to be altered
before that other union could appoint a re-
presentative to see coal weighed. It is no
use for the Minister to try to pull wool over
memhers’ eyes. If there is any fear in the
minds of members opposite that some miners
are going to secede from the Collie union
and form themselves into another union, let
me point out that such a union eould not be
recognised becanse it would not be regis.
tered. Such a union could not funetion,
and therefore could be of no valne to its
members. My friends opposite must have
the wind up. Perhaps they realise that the
Collie miners are gefting tired of the
present union and mayv want to start an-
other one. Tf the Minister thinks there is
going to be a breakaway, as hreakaways
are the order of the day—we know how n
Labour Ministry is hanging on in another
State—

The CHATRMAN: Order! 1 ask the hon.
member to speak to the amendment.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : That is the sole object
of the Minister’s amendment. e is afraid
that there will be a breakaway from the
miners’ union, and that a representative will
he appointed by another miners’ union, be-
cause the members of that other union will be
hewing coal at Collie or in other mines. I
have no desire to assist the men Lo break
away. If it is necessary to compel men
brutally, by this ameudment of the Min-
ister, to remain in the present union, if that
is the proper thing to do, T will not fight the
question any further.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The orig-
inal wording was that the general seeretary
of the union, and no one else, could make
requests for the miners. The Council’s
amendment declares that anybody can be the
accredited reprecentative of the union. It
does not mean that the general secretary can-
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not be appointed as representative, Lut that
someone else can be so appointed; that the
union can appoint anyone it pleases. The
Couneil's amendment merely makes the
clause a little broader.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: But it =ays “the
secretary of any other union.’

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL.  “En-
gaged in the coal mining industry.” It does
not say that the union of the member for
Forrest could appoint her as the coal
miners’ representative. VWhat the Minister
fears is that some other union may be
formed.

Hon. G. Taylor:
calls it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A black-
leg union, he calls it in his delicate lunguage.

Mr. Chesson: The coalminers will look
after themselves; you can rest assurd of
that.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELl.: Not-
withstanding the ill temper of the Minister,
I see no objection to his amendment. The
only danger is that if the union becnme de-
registered, there might be a bit of trouble.

The Minister for Mines: That iz one of
the penalties.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 am not
providing penalties. Those who work in lbe
coal mines have the right to appeint someone
to check the weighing of Lhe coal, but the
work would go on all the same if no repre-
sentative were appoinied, because the men
themselves wounld see that the weighls were
right. However, the clause gives their official
the right to be there at the weighing, just as
the employer, the mine owner, has the right
to be there. T hope the Minister will agree
to have the matter adjusted in acecrdance
with the suggestion whieh has been made.

Mr. WILSON: I am very pleased that a
eoal miner of 50 years’ experience should
come here and learn wisdom from men who
never worked in a coal mine.

Hon. G. Taylor: You say the lasl word
in coal mining. *

Mr. WILSON: The hon. member inter-
Jeeting says the most foolish word. After
all the efforts of the Inspector of Mines, of
the Mines Department, of the managers and
of the miners in framing this Bill, the result
is to be thrown to the winds simply because
somebody sees some danger in it. The
amendment speaks of “any accredited union
representative.” He will be paid hy results,
that is, the tonnage of conl. TLet nsz analyse

A bogus unicn, as he
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that, There are three engine-drivers in &
mine who hanl, say, 1,000 fons of coal per
day. Those engine-drivers.cannot be paid by
resalts.

Hon. G. Taylor: Are they paid bv vesults
now ¥

Mr. WILSON: Never mind!

Hon. ¢. Taylor: You are resorling to
subterfuge.

Mr. WILBON:
they have been paid by results.
fom obtained at Newcastle.

Hon. . Taylor: That is not at Collie,
though.

Mr, WILSON: 1 can also tell the hon.
inember that there has been such a hing as
& wheelers’ union, the members of which
got one-twentieth of the representation of
the other men. The same thing applied
here, and the result would be that cach see-
tion of the men wounld have an aceredited re-
preseniative. I am not afraid of any black-
legging at Collie, but the Council’s amend-
ment is so silly that I am surprised at the
Committee wasting time on it. We shonld
restore the original wording.

I know of eases where
Thut sys-

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment, as modified, agreed to.
No. 4, Clause 12.—Insert after the word

‘‘only,’” in line four of Subclause (2), the
following: —

‘‘Provided that nothing in this subsection

shall prevent any person acting as general

r of two or more mines, if each of

cuch mines has in charge thereof a certificated

manager who is mnot engaged in the manage-
ment of any other mine.’?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

; That the Council’s amendment be not agreed
o.

Tt is quite superfinous, for the Bill makes no
reference to a general manager, but merely
states that each mine shall be managed by
a certificated manager. The Bill does not
prevent a eompany having as many genersl
managers as is desired, so long as cach mine
has a certificated manage». The amendnent
is not even velevant to the Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
the Coinmittee will agree to the Council’s
amendment. Al that the Minister ean want
is given him in the amendment, namely, that
each mine shall he managed by a certifieated
manager; leastways, the Council’s amend-
wment does not seek to take away that pro-
vision in the Bill. Having thus agreed with
the Minister, the Council say thers may be
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appointed a general wanager in charge of
twe of more mines. What objection ean be
taken fo that? The Minister is wrony in op-
pusing the amendment, and doubly wrong
since he agrees that the Bill does not say
that a geoeral manager shall not be ap-
pointed over two or more mines.

Mr. Chesson: A managing director can ex-
ercise control over a whole group of mines
now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then why
not aceept the Council’s amendment? There
musi be something behind the thing, prompt.
ing my friends to oppose it. If they were op-
posed fo a general manager having control
over two or more mines, I could understand
it; but they say distinctly they are not
opposed to the appointment of a gen-
eral manager, so long as there is a
properly certificated manager in charge
of each mine. That being so, they might
reasonably egree to the Counecil’s amend-
ment. It is ridiculous to oppose that amend-
ment sinee it does not in any way interfere
with what the Minister wants.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: We are safeguarding
the miners by providing that there shall be
a ceriificated manager in each mine. The
amendment does not interfere with that. Tt
simply provides that a company may have
a general manager over two or more mines,
if desired. That leaves the Minister's own
provision unimpaired. Yet the¢ member for
Collic says it is a silly amendment. I do
not sce anything silly about it. So long as
we safeguard the miners by providing for
a certificated manager in eacli mine, what
harm can there be in allowing the eompany
te appoint also a general manager overlook-
ing two or more mines? I hope the member
for Collie will show us the danger, if any,
in this amendment.

Mr. WILSON : It is a silly and superftuons
amendment. At present there is an unecer-
tificated general manager in Collie, and no
one is interfering with him. Mr. Fred How-
ett is over five mines in Collie.  If there
were any quoestion of suing a company, it
would bhe the mine manager who would be
sued. Why, then, should we put above him
a man who cannot be touched? 1t is only
loading the Bjll and making it look ridie-
ulous,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Since the
companies have the right to appoint gen-
eval managers, the amendment is super-
fluons, for the Bill does not take away that
right. The Bill in no way deals with gen-
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eral wanagers, or consulting engineers, or
financial managers, but leaves all those to
the discretion of the companies. The Bill
has nothing to do with the management of
coal mines.

Hon. Sir Jumes Mitehell: Ob yes, it has.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The cer-
tificated mine manager is included in the
Bill, but not a general manager. So the
Bill does not take away from any cowpany
the right to appoint general managers, fin-
ancial managers, and the like. The amend-
ment is guite unnecessary, and can only re-
sult in confusion.

Question put and a division taken with the
foliowing result:—

Ayes . .. o .. 22
Noes L. A7
Majority for 5
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Lamond
Mr, Chesson Mr. Marshall
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Millington
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munele
Mr. Coverley Mr., Fanton
Mr, Cunninghsm Mr, Sleeman
Mr, Heron Mr, ‘Iroy
Misa Holman Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Willeock
Mr., Kennedy Mr. Withers
Mr. Lambert Mr, Wllson
(Teller.)
Nozs.
Mr. Brown Mr, North
Mr. Davy Mr., S9ampson
Mr. Denton Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr, Griffitha Mr, J. M. Emith
Mr. E. B. Johuston Mr. Taylor
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Maley Mr. C. P. Wansebrough
Mr. Maon Mr. Richardson
8ir James Mitchell (Teller.}

Question thus negatived; the Couneil’s

amendment not agreed to.
No. 5. Clause 19, Subelause (2).—Delete

all words after ‘'employed,’’ in line four down
to the end of the subelauae.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutions
adopted.

reported and the reporl

Reasons for modifving cne of the Couneil*
amendments and disagreeing with another
drawn up by a committee; the reasons
adopted, and a message aecordingly trans
mitted to the Council.
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BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Council’s Amendment,

Amendment made by the Couneil now
considered.

I Committee,

My, Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Schedule, Part 1.—Add at the end of the
following paragraph:—

“¢ All that portion at the end of York Street
in the Municipality of Albany where it june.
tions with Middleton Road and other streets,
eontaining 0.72 perches, and being a cirele
with a radins of 12 links, having the Hordern
menument in the centre.’’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When the
Bill was before this House no reyuest had
been made by the Albany Municipal Council
for the closure of this particular area.
When the Bill was being considered in an-
other plaece a member there secured the in-
clusion of the area in the schedule. Om this
area there stands a monument. The mem-
ber in question communicated with Albany
and asked the council whether they wished
to have that area declared a reserve. To my
knowledge the monument, known as the
Hordern monument, has been in its present
position for nearly 40 years. The (uoestion
was never taised before me. The Legisla-
tive Couneil eonsider their amendment neces-
sary, and as it will do no harm, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendmenta.

Sechedole of two amendments made hy the
Couneil now considered.

In Commitlee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill,

No. 1. (lause 6.—Add the following sub-
clavges;—

(6.) Tn the case of beer (ale, porter and
gtout) the undermentionsd vessels sball be
deemed to econtain the standard measure, if
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the actuasl contents are not less than the quan-
tities stuted in the following schedule:—

MHogebead—352 gallons.
Barrel—35 gallona,
Half-hogshead—26 gallons,
Kilderkin—17 gallons.
10-gallon keg—9%% gallons.
Y-gallon keg—834 gallons,
5-gallon keg—4Y: gallons.

{7.) This scetion shall not take effect until
tho expiration of six months from the com-
mencement of this Act.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
cannot agree to this amendment, for it is
a negation of the principle governing the
Bill.  That principle, as between the buyer
and the seller, means that the buyer knows
the guantity be is buying and the price he
is to pay. The Council's amendment means
that notwithstanding thal e bogshead of ale,
porier or stout is recognised by the trade as
containing 54 gallons ns a standard meas-
urement, the bogshead may contain 52 gal-
lons only. Should the brewer supply a
hogshead containing 52 gallons, that will be
deemed sufficient within the meaning of this
Adct,

Mr. Marshall: And what will be the good
of the Act at all?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Every-
one else will be bound by the principle, and
will be required to sell just weights of vari-
ous commodities, but this one partienlar
industry or elass of business is singled out
for differential treatment)

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tf they charge
for 52 gallons only, it wili be all right.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
but that will not be the position. TUnder
this amendment it will be possible for a
brewer to supply a hogshead containing 32
gallons, hut the charge will be for a stand-
ard hogshead of 54 gallons. Similarly, the
standard contents of a barrel of ale, porter
or stout are recognised hy the trade as being
36 gallons, whereas the Couneil’s amend-
ment allows 35 gallons only; a half-hogs-
head contains 27 gallons standard messure,
whereas the Counetl’s amendment will allow
for 26 gallons only; a kilderkin is recog-
nised by the trade to contain 18 gallons
stondard measure, whereas the Couneil sng-
gest that 17 gallons will be sufficient.

Mr. Sampszon: What is the object of the
differentiation, ullage or evaporation?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: No, the cesks get
knocked abont.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In the
ordinary eourse of trade barrels have to b
cut down and refitted. .
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
keep them absolutely full.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: When
these liquors have to be conveyed over long
distances, some of the contents have to be
taken out, otherwise fermentation might re-
sult in loss of the liquer.

Mr. Sampson: Aeccording to Dr. Annan-
dale’s Concise Dictionary, a hogshead con-
tains 5214 pallons.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Well,
the trade here recognise 54 gallons as the
standard measure for a hogshead. The
practice of not supplying the standard mea-
sure has resanlted in dismissals of barmen
in the past. For instance, a kilderkin of
beer has been sent to outside centres, such
as Cue, and the hotelkeeper has told his
barman that as the kilderkin contains 18
gallons, he expects to get a percentage on
the sales that will return him, say, £3. When
the kilderkin is emptied, the hotelkeeper may
find that he has received £2 16s. only. Tn
many instances the employer considered his
barman had stolen the money, and dismissals
have been recorded on those grounds. In
some cases the hotelkeeper has known that
the barman would not do anything of that
sort, and has had the contents of ecasks
measured by the inspector of weights and
measures at Kalgoorlie. As a result, the in-
spector has found that instead of containing
18 gallons, a kilderkin has contained 16%
gallons.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then why do
they pay for more than 1614 gallons?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Be-
cause it has been sold as an 18-gallon keg
and paid for as such. A gallon is & stand-
ard measure; a hogshead is not a standard
measure. Thus when we come to a 10-
gallon keg of heer, the Council propase that
914 gallons will be sufficient. A grocer or a
baker is prosecuted if he =ells goods that
are not up to standard weight, yet here a
brewer is to be allowed to supply less than
gtandard meagures.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: It merely
means that if the brewer supplies a hogs-
head eontaining 52 gallons, you eannot pro-
gecute him for short measure.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
it means that the hrewer can supply & hogs-
kead containing 52 gallons, and that he can
charge for 54 gallons.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: The best thing
vou can do is to drop this till next session
and find out what it means.

You cannot

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
people who introduced the amendment know
what it means! The hotelkeeper who has to
pay for more than he receives knows what
it means, swnd the barman who has been
sacked knows what it means, too! If pay-
ment for 32 gallons only were allowed, it
would be all right. Why should this par-
ticular eommodity be singled out?

Hon. Sir James Mirtchell: It is difficult
to say exactly how much is contained in a
barrel of beer.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is not so. With the gauges that are used,
experts can tell to within half a pint what
a barrel contains. What justification is
there for the proposal advanced by the Coun-
¢il? Are we to’ provide that every com-
modity except beer shall be sold according
to weight or measure?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T think the
man who moved this amendment must have
been a prohibitionist.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I un-
derstand that barrels shrink and may c¢on-
tain a [ittle less than the recognised quan-
tity. Beeause of this the execise officers
charge on only the quantities mentioned in
the smendment, but I understand that the
breweries charge for 54, not 52 gallons.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not many
hotelkeepers would pay for more than they
eet.

Hon. 3. W, Munsie: Every hotelkeeper
in this State has paid for more than he has
got.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It
does not pay hotelkeepers to kick up a row
with the people who are financing them,
However, I do not wish to say anything
about brewers or commercial morality.
Beer should be sold by the actnal content of
the container, so near as it ean be gauged.
If we agreed to this amendment, what would
become of the principles of the Bill?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T daresay it is
a pretty rotten Bill

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
hon. memher was prepared to proclaim the
1915 Act, but he had not the facilities to
give effect to it. He 4id not complain of the
principle of the measure. I see no justifiea-
tion for the amendment and, if any member
can, I should like fo hear him.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We do not
know anything about beer. We want the
Minister for Lands to tell us.

Hon. G..TAYLOR: Could any body of
men with any degree of honesty sanetion ¥
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legislative act the supplying of 52 gallons of
beer to be charged for as 54% If there is
evapotration, let allowance be made for it

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: If they caunot do
that, let them charge for the quantity they
supply. .

Hon. & TAYLOR: That is so. If a
housewife orders 10 lbs. of sugar and the
storekeeper gives short weight, be is guilty
of frand. The same should apply to beer.
I object to legalising the snpplying of less
than the quantity charged for and shall op-
pose the amendment.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
people order & pint of vinegar or 10 lbs. of
sugar, they will not get any more in the
future than they have got in the past. The
only difference is that there will be a cheek.
I do nat know of private people who buy
50 gallons of beer, and the hotel keepers are
able to look after themselves.

The Minister for Justice: T have had two
or three deputations and I assure youn the
hotel keepers are absolutely dissatisfied.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister could ensure that when a man or-
dered a glass of beer he reczived half a pint,
or that a bottle contained three half pints,
he would be doing something. To put 10
gallons of beer into a keg and expect to find
10 gallons two or three weeks later, is out of
the question. Al the amendment means is
that if there is not more than half a gallon
short in a 10-gallon*keg, there shall he no
prosecution, but the purchazer would pay
for what he received. I have not heard one
complaint abont the shrinkage of containers.
I heard that at Kalgoorlie barrels supposed
to contain 18 gallons had only 17 gallons,
and that when it was diseovered, the hoiel
keepers were informed that they would pay
for only 17 gallons in future.

The Minister for Justice: No; when it
was discovered, the hotel keepers wera told
they wonld not be supplied unless they paid
for 18 gallons.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I take
it the beer was sold at a fixed price.

The Minister for Justice: No, so much
per gallon and 18 gallons to the barrel.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose it eonld be declared that a 10-gallon
barrel did not contain more than 934 gal-
lons?

The Minister for Justice: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: TIf the
container were marked nine gallons, I do not

suppose the brewers could charge for 10,
although the keg contained 10.
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The Minister for Justice: The amend-
ment says that, although a keg contains 9%,
they can charge for 10 gallons,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, the
amendment provides that there shall be no
prosecution if a 10-gallon keg contains 914
gallons,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: If you eannot
prosecute a man for selling 9 gallons for
10 gallons, what does the amendment mean?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It
means that if a barrel capable of holding
10 gallons contains only 9%, there can be no
prosecution, but the hotelkeeper wounld not
pay for 10. The amendment will not make
the slightest difference between the brewery
and the retailer. The quantity charged for
has nothing to do with the question; it is a
matier of prosecution. The Minister admits
it would be impossible to put 10 gallons of
heer into a 10-gallon kug and send it to Cue.
Tf a keg is fonnd to he a pint short a prose-
cution ean be lodged. It would be impossible
to make up the quantity by adding water to
the contents. Small uiyers are not protected
to half the extent we imagine they are. It
is not a question of the quantity of beer sold,
but of prosecutions.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am in
accord with the member for Mt. Margaret
when he says we should not allow persons to
charge for more than they sell. Why should
an individoal he charged for 12 Ihs. of sugar
that is sold in a bag that will not hold more
than 1114 Ibs.¥ The standard measure of a
hogshead of beer is 54 gallons. If it contains
52, it ean he sold as containing 54. Tt is
wrong to legislate on that principle. If the
amendment said the hogshead was only to
be charged for as containing 52 gallons,
there would not he so much objeetion to it.
The principle is not applied to any other
eommodities, and Parliament shonld not
adopt it.

Mr. MANN: I understand this is likely
to conflict with the Customs and Excise De-
partment.

The Minister for Justice: No.

Mr. MANN: T am informed that one brew-
ory has not heen given reasonable considera-
tion with regard to the knoeking down of its
barrels and re-staving them. I am given to
nnderstand that if a harrel is sent ont two
or three times it is necessary, when it re-
turns, to knock it down and put in an extra
stave in order that it mav hold the original
amounnt of heer it was made to hold. A bar-
rel may reduce in size fo the extent of half
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a gallon. Reputable breweries employ a
special staff to knock Jown the barrels and
insert the exira stave to restore their holding
capacity. Notwiibstanding their efforts
sometimes barrels hold bhalf a gallon less
than their reputed contents.

The Minister for Lands: The confents
could be stated on the harrel und charged for
aceordingly.

Mr. MANN: The Exeise Departwent will
not allow that.

The Minister for Justiee; They will.

Mr, MANN: One brewery recently im-
ported 600 barrels from the Eastern States,
heeanse it was impossible to secure the ser-
vices of local coopers. The barrels were
ordered to contain half a gallon more than
the usual guantity in order to provide for
the shrinkage.

The Minister fur Justice: The Common-
wealth Act would not allow that.

Mr. MANN: That is so, but it proves that
reputable breweries are not trying to rob
the public. 1 bave been advised that the
Bill was drafted for one particular brewery
that has not t{aken the same care that ha:
heen observed by other breweries.

Hon. S. W. Mungia: This Bill has not heen
drafted for one particular brewery.

Mr. MANN: The Honorary Minister
knows the hrewery to which I refer.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Yes, but the Bill was
not introduced for that purpose.

Mr. Corboy: Yon mean the amendment.

Mr. MANN: The amendment aliows a
margin of half a gallon. I understand in
one case the difference is two gallons. Re-

putable breweries find it impractieable {o

give the exeet amount a barrel is supposed
to contain.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Let them charge for
what they do give,

Mr. MANN: That iz not permitted by
the Bxeise Department.

The Minister for Justice: The prineiple of
the Bill is that evervthinz shall be sold ac-
cording fo its proper weight and measure-
ment.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Council have pro-
vided that this shall not take effect until
the expiration of six months from the eom-
mencement of the Act.

The Minister for Justice: That deals only
with the preceding paragraphs.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSTE: From the inter-
jeetions that have been thrown across the
Chamber it might be inferred that T was par-
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ticularly opposed to breweries. That is not
s0. 1 realise the difficulty in which the
brewers find themselves, but 1 ain not pre-
pured to lewislate in such a manner as to
permit illegalities. Therefore 1 am not pre-
pared to suppert the amendment, the earry-
ing of which wonld mean that some people
would be permifted to do a thing which, 1f
done by other people, would render thos.
others liable to prosccution. It is absurd to
propose such an amendment in a Weights
and Measures Bill.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I will not vote for
the smendment, which proposes something
ahsolutely illegal. TUnder it people would
be paying for what they were not receiving.
The matter dees not seemm to me to admil
of argument. The diserepancies which the
amendment proposes te allow are simply
uhsurd. b

Mr. DAVY: It is admitted that a person
selling beer by the barrel or hogshead can-
not possibly guarantee that the full qnan-
tity is here.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Probably he cannot
do that. That is admitted.

Mr. DAVY: Then it would appear that
nnless some margin is allowed, such a per-
son is almost bound to hreak the law, As
regards a hogshead, the amendment asks for
a margin of two gallons—52 gallons a3
against 54. Tt is admitfed that the brewers
cannot guarantee that a hogshead will eon-
tain 54 gallons. They could hardly guaran-
tee that even with hogsheds made of metal.
The amendment asks that they shall not be
proseented for infringment of this measure
if the hogshead contains not less than 52
gallons. Perhaps 52 gallons is too little:
but, admittedly, some margin must be
allowed hecause of the pecunliarities of the
container of the beer. Opponents of the
amendment have made ont 5 good ease for
S0Me margin.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: T have no ohjeetion
to the margin, so long as the brewer charges
only for what he netually delivers.

Mr. DAVY: The Bill does not deal with
charging.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yer, it does.
is the prineiple of the Bill.

Mr. DAVY: Tt appears that as regards
large quantities of heer the exact number of
gallons cannot he guaranteed.

Hon. 8, W. Munsie: T admit that, hut the
amendment implies that if the hogshead con-

That
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tains 52 gallons the brewer shall be allowed
to charge for 54 gallons.

Mr. DAVY: L should bhave sometLing to
say about that.

Mr. Sleeman: You would make u neise
i the Iaw of the land permitted that to be
done.

Mr. DAVY: [ should make an extreme
nois¢, sud 1wy noise would be eutirely suc-
cessful. The diflienlty would be overcome
by inserting alter “shall be deemed to be”
the words “For the purposes of this Act.”
Anything this Bill way say will not enable
a vendor tu charge for a lurger quantity than
he delivers. This is not a price-tixing Bill,

The Minister for Justice: It is a measure-
fixing Bill,

AMr. DAVY: Some latitude must be ai-
lowed to people who are permitted to sell
beer in these types of containers. [ do not
know what the percentage of margin ought
to be; but it seems unanswerable, in view of
the adwnissions of both Ministers, that some
margin is requived.

The Minister for Justice: I did not say
any margin was required.

Mr. DAVY: Then the Minister for Justice
disagrees with the Honorary Minister.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: No. We both say
the same.

Mr. DAVY; Then 1 am bewildered. The
Bill is extremely rigid, snd some wargin
or other should be allowed.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2—Clause 17, insert after “repairers”
in line two of paragraph {q2) the words
“other than persons employed by and work-
ing under the direct supervision of a licensed
scale repairer”:

On motion by the Minister for Justice, the
Gouncil’'s amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report

adopted.

Reason for disagreeing to one of the Coun-
ci’s amendments adopted, and a wmessage
accordingly transmitted to the Council.

BILL—NAVIGATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.
Resumed from the previous day. Mr. Pan-

ton in the Chair, Hou. J. Conningham (Hon-
orary Minister) in chavge of the Bill.

[88]
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Clause 2—Amendment ot Section 3 ( partly
considered) put and passed.

Clause J—agrecd to.

Cluuse +— Repeul of Section 31 and sub-
stitution of new section:

Mr. SAMPSON: Will the Minister tell us
why it is necessavy that a vessel should be
surveyed every ycar?

Hou, J. CUNNINGHAM: Previously the
survey had to be made every six months.
This extends it to 12 wonths. For the proper
sufeguarding of lives anrl valuable cargo it
is essential Lo see Lo iL at least once a yeur
that these vessels are in a thoroughly sea-
worthy condition,

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 11—agreed to.

Clatse 12— lusertion of new section after
Bection 55

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: [ should
like to know from the Minister whal is meant
by the term “marine motor engine drivers”?

Hon. J. CUNNINUHAM : It distinguishes
between motor engine drivers engaged in
vehicular traffic on land and those engaged
on vessels.

Hon. Sir Jamnes Mitchell: Will they have
to pass much of an examination?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : It is not a very
diflicult examination. It will be laid down
hy the Chief Harbour Master, who is empow-
cred to prescribe the examination.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Along our
coast nt Busselton, at Albany, at Bunbury and
ut ofther ports there are motor boats nsed
for fishing and at the same time licensed to
carry passengers. The man in charge of
sueh a boat would require to have a marine
driver’s certificate. It may be that some
ot those men, althongh perfectly competent,
wonld find difficulty in passing anything
like a stilf examination.

Hen. J. Cunningham: Tt is provided that
where a person; has been in charge of a
motor for at least 12 months out of the
previous five years, he shall be entitled hy
vight to a certificate of competency.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: I think
ke ought to be competent when in charge of
a boat carrying passengers. Alse there
should be some protection against fire on
those boats. Itecently there have been two
instanees of boats fiving. One was a naval
hoat in Prince Frederick Harbour, and the
other was the property of the owner of an
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oyster bed in Sydney Harbour. I notice
tbat these marine motor engine drivers
have to pay the prescribed fee for their
certifieates. It seems to me we are loadine
people with all serts of payments.

The Minister for Lauds: If we do not get
punid for administering an Ac¢t we have to
load np the people with taxation.

The CHATRMAN: 1 think hon, members
who are conversing so much ought to hold
their meetings vutside the Chamber. It is
almost impossible to hear the remarks of
the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is pro
vided that this section shall not apply to
any ship vsed exelnsively north of the 27th
parallel of south latitude. Consequently, if
a vessel were used south of Carnarvon she
would eome within the section. I should
think navigation in the north was more
difficult than down here.

Hon. J. Cunningham: The chief object is
to exclude pearling vessels.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Praeti-
cally the whole of the North-West will be
excluded. I do not think it would matter
much if the measure were not enforeed
anywhere, beeause the present position will
not be much improved. Would Captain
Brown, of the Fisheries Department, re-
quire a certificate to drive the fsheries
launch? He should not, because he is quite
competent.

The Minister for Lands: He has been
doing it for the reqguisite time to entitle him
to a certifiecate without examination.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We ar:
asked to hurry through a great many
measures in a wholesale fashion, and they
will have little effect except to annoy peo-
ple without proteciing them.

Hon. J. Cunninghain: T am not hurrying
this measure.

The CHAIRMAX :
must diseuss Clause 12,

Hen. 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
trying to put through Clanse 12 in a few
minutes, and that clause is part of the Bill.

The hon. member

Clause put and passed.
(lause 13-—Offences:

Hon. 8ir JAMES MTITCHELL: Why has
the fine been fixed so high as £507

Hon. J. Cunningham : That is the
mAaximum.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Fifty

pounds is a stifl penaliy, especially as most
of the offences will not be serious. We are

- [ASSEMBLY.]

getting into a bad habit of fixing heavy
tines for ecomparatively frivial offences.

Mr. Teesdale: That is because the (iov-
ernment are hard up.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If we hx
the maximum penalty at £50, & court might
deem it its duty to inflict u heavier fine
than it the penalty were fixed at £3.

Mr. MANN: lf we fix the maximuin
penalty at £50, it will mean that under the
Justices Aet the waximum penally will be
one-fifth, or £10,

Clause put and passed.
Clause 14, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, ami
ihe report adopled.

BILL—-LAKE BROWN-EULLFINOH
RAILWAY, -

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 23rd November.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [10.10]: Al-
though this measure fills the bill for a cer-
tain nmmber of people on the eastern edge
of the wheat belt, to many others I represent
it is a bitter disappointment. It may be ad-
visable that I should give a resume of what
led up to the introduction of the Bill. I am
not . broaching the subjeet in any acrimon-
ious spirit, or with the idea of putting up
any opposition. I want the House to realise
what has taken place. I admit that members
of the Railway Advisory Board are honour-
able men, and that they have reported on the
project to the best of their ability. Not-
withstanding this, I helieve a mistake has
been mwade. It was in the year 1910 that I
first went through the Lake Brown and
Goomarin districts. At the time there was
& boom there. The country was heing set-
tled rapidly. A year or two later I again
passed through the distriet, but found it
practically deseried. TFencing had been
crected, dams copstrueted and elearing done,
and seores of thousands of pounds had been
spent there. The digtrict, however, resem-
bled Goldsmith’s “Deserted Village.”” In the
Ctoomarin distriet there remained twe or
three settlers who were quite satisfied that
they were not too far east for the growing of
wheat. The 1911 drought caused the people
to leave the place in a wholesale manner. It
was then deenled to be too far east. In 1920
a large number of men were coming back
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trom the front. The then Premier (Sir
James Mitchell} was hard put to it to know
how to cater for these refurned soldiers in
the matter of land. Something like 109 re-
turned soldiers met the Premier. I want the
Leader of the Opposition to understand that
I do not blame him becanse cerfain things
were not carried ont. A promise was made,
but at the time the exeessive price of rails
and the shortness of money made it practic-
ally impossible for the Premier to extend
the railway. He met the wishes of the Lake
Brown central people by extending the rail-
way to its present terminus. I bave here the
report of a conference held in Merredin
some time ago, when the president of the
Returned Soldiers’ Association. Mr. Mul-
queeny, made a statement. He said that
109 soldiers had approached the Premier in
the Lands Office, and had been told that if
they settled in the Lake Brown-Goomarin
area, they wounld be linked up with the main
line of railway. A large map was placed be-
fore them on which a broad red linz showed
the proposed ronte for a railway terminat-
ing at Nukarni.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You ought to
get the notes of that deputation from Mi.
MeCay.,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Apparently this was
put forward as an inducement to these men
to take up the land. Perhaps the Leader
of the Opposition will recollect the deputa-
tion waiting wpon him asking that the line
should be taken to the east instead of to
the west of Talgomine Hill and should
junction with Merredin.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You had better
zet the notes; they will be nccurate.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A survey was made
and a railway advisorv board appointed.
Mr, Mulqueeny says, “We were told that
if we would tackle this job the land was
theve for us and we wonld get the railway.
Wo hopped over. We went into the distriet
and we have done work there second to none
so far as clearing and development go.”
Mr. Mulqueeny can hring other soldiers to
back up what he said. He also gave a brief
outline as to what led up to the settlement
of Lake Brown. He said the 109 returned
soldiers were promised that they would be
linked up with the main railway in two
years,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: In the office
there will be the notes of the deputation,
taken at the time.
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My. GRIFFITHS: 1 want this to be im-
preesed upon the House, that a promise was
made to these men,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who told you?
You were not there.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: No, but T have heard
this statement repeated.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: I do not say it
was not so, but we should have the notes
here.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When the Minister
for Works was at Lake Brown a deputation
waited upon him, and the same statement
was made that had been made in Merredin.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T counld make
a statement, too.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In the eircumstances
T do not hlame the Leader of the Opposi-
tion beecanse certain things were not done.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I ohject to
your statement that T promised a thing
when T did not promise it. The notes will
show what T did say.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Mulgueeny said
a number of things that were not very kind.
As they are of a political nature, I will not
repent them. He said the line had been
recommended by the advisory board, that
there were 80 soldier settlers at Lake Brown
and 50 settlers at Goomarin, half of whom
were retirned men. A ecertain promise was
made to these settlers who went on the Yhnd
and did their bit in consequence. In his
speech the other night the Minister for
Works said the Joomarin people had done
magnificent work. I can bear out that
statement. The Railway Advisory Board
say that considerable development has oc-
eurred in the Goomarin and Campion dis-
triets, and in the new area of (leelakin, that
the settlers are of a fine type, and large
areas have been fallowed for cropping this
season. SNince the visit of the Advisory
Board, land further east of the rabhit-proof
fenee has heen thrown apen, and applied for.
T can hear out in toto evervthing that has
heen stated ag reeards the Minister and the
Railway Advisory Board.  There is that
mueh unhiased testimonv to the Bill. I now
propnse fo state what the men in the Goom-
arin area have done. Tt is those men for
whomm I am specially pleading to-night.
The report of the Railway Advizory Board
atates that there are 9,000 acres of land
distant 14 miles from the proposed railway.
The report has heen laid on the Table. I
want to tell the Houze that owing to the
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contonr of the conntry and the existence of
two immense lakes there, some of the settlers
ave distant 19 miles from the proposed line.
1f will be said that they are 14 miles from
it as the crow flies. Very good. TUnfor-
tunately, however, those seitlers cannot
transport their wheat across Lake Brown by
deroplane. To =ay that thev are 14 miles
from the railwav is much the same as say-
ing that South Perth is a mile from Perth.
By road it iz four or five miles,
Hon. (. Taylor: Seven.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Such is the position
as regards the people at Lake Brown. The
Railway Advisory Board, even if it is ad-
mitted that they acted as they thought right,
have not taken into consideration eertain
essential factors. Theyv sav that they have
wone into the matter further, as the Premier
promised they should do, The membery of
the hoard sit down in their offices in front
of a plan and make out. by means of a ruler,
that the settlers arve only 11 miles
from the railwavr. There are 50,000
acres of land distant 15 miles by road
from the railway, and not 9.000 acre-. The
30,000 aeres are held by returned soldiers,
for whom T am putting up a speeinl plea.
T do not wish tp deny the ather settlers their
railway. Now let me state what the soldier
settlers have done in response to the recom-
mendation that thev =honld get an and do
their bit, Sonth of Take Brown 35.000
acres of land have been eleared, and 22,000
acres have heen eropped this vear. Arcord-
ing to the frst figures oiven me, it was ex-
nocted that 75,000 bhaes of wheat wonld 2o
from that centre. To-dav T am fald that
that is a very moderate estimate, and that
some of the erans which were exnected to
vield 4,000 baxs wonld in faet vield $.500.
The eartace will cost ahont £4.000.  The
diztrict iz one in whith the rainfall for the
past 15 vears has averazed 1215 inehes. 1
want to show that the area has established
iteolf as a proved wheat-erowing distriet,
The late Mr. Waolear {wn vears non won
the fivet nrize for the zonue in wheat «rowine,
Mr. Domsdav eame veventh in the com-
vetition for the whole State, when he
met such cracks ax  the earowers of
Wrvaleatehem. Minnivale, and Daowerin.
which places have the hicher vainfall.
Tn the zome eompelition Mr. Wool-
eavr was firet and Mr. Dumedavy seennd. A
fow dave aoo Mr. Sutton attended a field
dav in this aren. Another settler, \[r. Ran-
Qelph, ie voaw 35 miles from o railoay, I

[ASSEMBLY.)

do net know how: many miles be will-be from
the proposed . line, beeause he.will kave to
2o0. by . a .cirenilous- vonte.  Mr.. Randolph
had experimental. plots which highly. de-
lighted Mr. Sutton, esvecially those of New
Merredin 13, which is expected fo revolu-
tionise wheat zrowing in the eastern dis-
triets. If that area produeces 75.000 bags,
it must certrinly be regarded as a proved
wheat-growing district. A Press report
states—

Mr. Woodward (Goomarin), said the sget-
tlers of Goomarin strongly resented the pre-
gent recommendations of the Advisory Board
to continue the Tailway from Ealkalling to
Bullfineh, instead of earrying out the distinet
promiee of Sir James Mitchell to continue the
line through the Goomarin distriet to Merre-
din. He quoted the article ‘“In Justice to
Goomarin,’’ appearing in these ecolumns on
the 10th inst. He asserted that the Advisory
Board’s report was wrong in stating that only
9,000 aeres in the Goomarin and Campion dis-
tricts were more than 1214 miles from the rail-
way line. There were over 50,000 neres more
than 14 miles from the railway line by the
nearegt road, whilst others were 19 miles from
the Kalkalling station, one or two deviations
having to be mnde in order to cross the lakes.
The Apgricultural Bank had advaneed £150,000
tn 50 gettlers, and 35,000 acres had heen
cleared. This year over 22,000 will be in erop,
and should produce over 75,000 bags, which
will cost the settlers £4,000 to cart to the
neavest siding, The rainfall for the past 15
years had averaged 12,50 inches per annum.
He hoped the delegates would evolve a work-
ghle seheme for the general good. (Applause.)

That statement is eorreet in this sense, that
on the plan, measnring with a roler, those
neople on the little helt of 9,000 acres ars
only 14 miles from the railway line, thongh
nof necessarity from the siding, which mav
he a few miles further on. On paper with
a ruler it can. no douht, he ficured out that
those settlers are only 14 miles from a rail-
way. TIn point of faet, not one of them ean
now ot to n railwav hy travelling less than
15 miles. T will mention the individnal
arttlers and ive the wumhers of their Mocks.
IT the Railwav Advisory Board ean provs
that those =ettlers are within a reasonahls
dictanee »= otated. [ shall have no further
faith in mankind, or at all events not in the
people who ha e siven me this information.
I think. bowever, that it will bs prefty
diffientl te disprove the sintemerts T ami
makine.  Take the case of Mr. Woodward.
The first time T went through the area
T found Mr. Woodward there. That was
in 1910. He has heen in that laenlity for
16 vears. He is one of the settlers whe
stoved to prove that the ares was not too
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tay east, but was a region in which wheat
could- be grown suceessfully. To-day, after
all his battling, Mr. Woodward, with a few
others like himself, iz 19 miles from the
proposed new line, Owing to the peeuliar
nafure of the eountry be has to travel 1l
miles southward from his block, 3 miles
castward, 4 miles to the lake, 3 miles
across the lake, and then 7% miles
to what will probably be his sid-
ing, a place called Deadhorse, making a
total of 19 miles. Aeceording to the plan
he is within 14 miles, but his actusl dis-
tanee is 19 miles. That man is taking
off an averag: of 21 bushels to the

acre this yenr, as - indicated by the
figures up to date. He informs me
that he will be earting 4,500 bags of

wheat, whieh will mosily go to Newcarnie,
and that his eartage is poing to cost him
£393. Mr. Randolph will cart 2,000 hags
over a distance of 15 miles, and he is one
of the settlers snpposed to be within the 14-
mile limit—aecording to ynler and pian, per-
laps within 11 or 12 miles. He has to cart
15 miles, and his cost of carting, at 1s. 3d.
per bag, runs out at £125. One of his great
difficulties is the want of a reasonable eross-
ing over the lake. The rabbit-proof fence
anthorities will not allow the settlers to eross
the lake where something in the nature of 2
crossing exists. Then there is Mr. Diss, who
will have 2,500 bags and will have to cart
them 1915 miles. Mr. T. Jenks is 2014 miles

from the line at Barracoppin and he
will have to cart 16 miles, whereas
according to the plan he is within
12Y, miles of the line. Mr. F. Ward

will have 3,000 bags, and will have to cart
them 16 miles. He is supposed to be seven
miles from the line. Mv. Higgins, on bloeks
Nos. 14,028 and 14,029, is in the same posi-
tion as Mr. Woodward, being distant 19
miles from the railway. KEdwards has block
No. 14026, which is abont three-guarters of
a mile nearer than Woodward’s. He
will be about 18Y, niles awav from
the railwav. Stan  Williams’ hlack is
Wo. 13993 and he will bhe from 1514
to 16 miles from the line. Jones has
blocks Nos. 14024 and 13999, He will be
18 miles from Burracoppin, or 1061% miles
from the new line. The Minister stated the
other night that they were satisfled that only
shout 9,000 aeres would be 14 miles from the
railway. Ford bas block Wo. 14027. which is
about 131% miles from Burracoppin or 18
miles-from the pew line. Pitt, whose hlock
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is No. 13976, will be'16 miles away from the
new siding, and Hodgins, whose block -is
No. 13978, will be 13 miles from the new
siding. . Then there are the following, whose
hlocks are distant from Barracoppinn as
[ shall indicate:—Follett, 14%% miles; Ran-
dolph, 15 miles; Ward, 16 miles; Wood-
honse, 17%; miles; Diss, 18 miles; Dosget-
ter, 17%4 wmiles; and Burns, 18%% miles, If
those settlers have to take their produee to
Dead Horse, they will have to travel apwards
«f 20 miles. Hon. members ean understand
tfrom these details the feelings I entertain
regarding these settlers who went to the dis-
triet 16 years ago and have proved its capa-
hilities. They are now asked to allow the
line to ho taken away, so that they will be
<tranded as far away as ever. The proposed
railway will be of no use to them. They
will have (o continue esrting from 14 to 16
miles to the siding. 1 have sxplained the
position to show the frealment meted out to
these returned men, who have heen Ieft in the
lureh and ave now “getting it in the neck)
A ennference was held at Merredin some little
time sgv when the settlers heard of the posi-
{tion that was likely to arise and realised
what it meant to them. Settlers were present
From Talgowine, Goomarin, Campion, Lake
Brown, Geelakin, North Walgoolan and Wes-
Lonia, Abont 60 delegates were present, in-
clnding representative people from the dis-
tricts concerned. The charrman of the loeal
road board presided. The people of Merre-
din did not aet in any parochial spirit, They
did not seck to drag the line into Merredin;
their object was merely to help the Goomarin
settlers to get a fair deal. Mr. H. W, Teas-
dale, the president of the agricultural soe-
iety, according to the report of his apeech,
said—

The line did not affect him persomnally as he
wias too far south, but he considered a preat
injustice had been done to the solidier settlers
of Lake Brown, Goomarin, and Westonia.
There had been too many econflieting forees,
and he was glad to see the spirit of comprom-
ise at that meeting, The farmers who took
up the abandoned holdings in the Goomarin
distriet had fought a hard hattle, and they
deserved the utmost consideration at the hands
of the Government. They had plenty of first-
~lass land, and if the Qistrict showed a
united front he felt sure they woewld get the
railway.

This was the proposition—

Mr, Mulqueeny moved: ‘‘That the line be
construeted from Lake PBrown through the
Goomarin district following the presemt sur-
vey to a point on the main Yine suitable to'the
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Westonia ssttlers east of Merredin, preferably
Carrabin.”’

That motion was earried unanimously, When
I put this matter before the Premier when
the deputation was taken to him, I tried to
make him realise the position. I do not
think he thoroughly grasped it. The pro-
position was not restricted to the interests of
Westonja, whieh is well supplied; the inter-
oste extended principally to the Goomarin
area and the district known as Golden Val-
ley. The idea was that the line from Goo-
marin northwards would go inte Westonia
and that wounld make three curved lizes that
wounld adequately serve the area. At the
meeting I refer to the following proceed-
ings took place—

Mr, Nugent moved: ‘‘That this meeting of
delegates representing the mettlers of Talgo-
mine, Goumarin, Lake Brown, Campion, Gee
lakin, North Walgoolan and Westonia dis-
tricts strongly oppose the recommendation of
the Advisory Board, and request that they he
waived in favour of the previous motion,’’ be-
cause—(1) a definite promise of railway faeil-
ities was made by the Hon, Premier, Sir James
Mitchell, to settlers in the distriet coneerned.
(2) that upon the faith of that promise a large
ares. of good land has been taken up and de-
veloped; (3) that the route now recommended
by the Railway Advisory Board will not, as
alleged, provide snch railway facilities and will
oceasion a grave injustice to many pioneer
settlers; (4) that the proposal nmow made by
the delegates from various leagues will serve
the interests of all the settlers immediately
concerned.

Secconded by Mr. Woodward and carried.

Mr. Nugent moved: ‘‘That a deputation
congisting of a member from each district be
gent to interview the Premier and to convey
to him the resolutions of the meeting.’’

Seconded hy Mr. Hall and ecarried.

When the deputation came to Perth to put
the position hefore the Premier, T believed
that he was impressed with the faet tnat the
position that had arisen was not «n fair as
it could have been. T thought he realised
that some mistake had hoen made. At the
time T nointed oat to the Premier that we
would like an opportunity to disenssz the
whole matter, hecanse an injustice was
soneht to he done. The Premier promised that
we shonld have that opportunity. T think
T oot on the Premier’s nerves, heeanse T was
ton hastv in approaching him to get come in-
formation as to whether the Railway Advis-
orv Board had been asked to go into the
question to ngcertain if some other plan
eonld be adopted by which the Bullfineh peo-
ple might be served, so that o larger section
of the people would henefit as well. Yester-
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day I was told by one Minister that it was
“this railway or pothing.” That iz not the
waey to approach a question of this deserip-
tion. That is not the way to give a fair deal
to these settlers who were told they would
he brought within a reasonable distance of a
vailway. Is justice being extended lo them?
Hon. members will realise that the action
proposed is neither fair nor just. They shonld
not be turned down in this way. After I
spoke to the Premier I expected that some-
thing would be done in the direction of get-
ting the Railway Advisory Board to go into
the question fully. Now we are told that
they have gone into the facts and do net see
any reason to alter their views. In view of
the statements T have made regarding the
distance 50 many of the settlers will he away
from the line, 1 do not think the members
of the edvisory board did go into the ques-
tion thoroughly, partienlarly from the set-
tlers’ point of view. They may have casn-
ally looked at the map, run off the distances
and satisfied themselves that everything in
the garden was lovely, On the contrary, I
have shown that the position is not satisfae-
tory and I have placed before members the
suggestion of the conference I referred to.
which was that the line should be constructed
From Lake Brown through the Goamarin dis-
triet, following the present survey to a point
on the main line, suitable to the Westonia
settlers east of Merredin, preferably at Car-
rabin. The Bullfineh proposal, the board
say, will serve 417,000 acres. That makes it
a question of aeres as against settlors. Here
we have one of the finest helts of timber
eonntry in the State. T have heen throngh
that country this season and have seen somé
rotten crops and some fine erops next ad-
Jioining, which goes to prove that enly pro-
per methods of farming are required.
The proposal that the line should be
swung round to follow the Dowerin enrve
srems to me a =olnton of the Aifflenltv, Bnt
members say we have apnointed the Ratlway
Advisory Board to take the responeibility off
Parliament. That is all very well, hnt we
have twa railwav advisory honrds, one ad-
visine that the Premier’s nolicv he earried
out and the snrvev heine made dirertly after-
wards, and six vears later we have nnother
advisory hoard saving, “Cirecnmatances have
changed. Never mind what has heen prom-
ised to von. You are nnluekv. We cannot
halp it. On paner. at least, von are within
14 miles, and von will have to put up with
it. Tt is that or nothing.” T wunted the’
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advigory beard to go into -the guestion of
the northern railway, and then gn into the
question of this loop. They say thai 417,000
acres will be served by that line, Oi course,
what 1 am saying is very mmeh like beating
the air. Members will declare it is not our
responsibility; that it is for the advisory
board. But surely Lo goodvess there should
be some means of seeing {o it thai promises
wade shall be carried onf. At the eonclusion
of this conference Mr. Nugent said he eon-
sidered that a distinet promise had been
broken, and that the present Government
were trying to evade carrying out the pro-
wise of their predecessors. He said that along
the promised route in sonle eases it was
uecessary to survey a 4,000-acre block., Of
course, a certain proportion of thar conutry
15 very fue graging country. Presumably
that is why he remarked abour the large
areas. He said the carly pioncers ought to get
tirst cousideration, and that in order to serve
the Westonia district, the line could be diverted
to Burracoppin, Caxrabin or Bodallin, and
the bome station would still be at Merredin.
I do not want to say anything abont Bull-
tinech. There are some very fine settlers
there, and fine work has been done theve.

Mr. Davy: They heve a bad member.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I suppose he is as
rood as he can be.

My, Davy: That is worse than what I
said abont him.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for Yil-
garn will be able to talk about his own dis-
trict better than I ean. T am merely giv-
ing the House what people said at the de.
putation.

Mr. Corboy: People who have not seen
the place.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: 1t was stated that the
settlers had had a distinef promise, but were
now sadly disappointed. It was also said
that at Buollfinch in some instanees 4,000
acres were refuired to make a farm.

Myr. Corboy: That is absolutely untrue.
There is not at Bullfinch one farm of so muech
as 2,000 aeres, let alone 4,000 acres,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T presume he was
speaking about the couniry north-east from
Westonia. T believe that north of Bullfinch
there is some very fine country on an eight
inch rainfall during the growing season.
However, 1 will know more shout this to-
morrow. I saw Mr. Lefroy to-day, hut we
did- not have time to go into the matter.
I wanted to satisfy myself of the faets.
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This is the Railway Advisory Bosard's re-
port—

When in 1920 the board recommended Mer-
redin for the extension of the Bencubbin-Lake
Brown railway, it did so because of the recog-
nised belief at that time that the profitable
cultivation of wheat in the districts adjacent
to Sonthern Cross was doubtful on account of
the recorded rainfall, whieh was considered in-
adequate, Since that time, however, wheat-
growing methods have improved, and in conse-
quence payable crops are now contemplated.
| hope something better will result than
appeared in the Press last night. L was bit-
terly dissppointed when 1 got the figures
about Southern Cross, because it has been
the dream of my life that we were going to
extend the wheat belt very mnaeh farther
east. The low yield may be due to bad
farming. Another thing that might well be
considered is the relationship between the
moisture falling there and the temperature
during August, September and Oectober,
which has a very important bearing on the
growing of wheat, The report continues—

The results at the Merredin Experimental
Farm, particularly those of last year, confirm
this belief, This belief is also reflected in the
departmental policy, which has caused a large
uwumber of blocks to be thrown opon for set-
tlanent in the Bullfinch-Southern Cross area.
Though suitability of thia area for wheat grow
ing has not yet been definitely proved, still,
in view of the settlement that has taken place,
the additiouz] area now subdivided for scttle-
ment and the bettor results following the
adoption of improved methods with the con-
sequent increased iposgibility of suceess, the
board now eonsider it would be a wise poliey
to extend the line from Lake Brown to Bull-
finch rather than to Merredin, and recommend
accordingly.

T want to make mention of this district as
heing a proved one and as being an area of
almost unbroken forest right thromgh to
‘Westonia. The settlers for the most part
are on 1,000-gere farms. There we have
settlers with goods to deliver in respect of
the railway, and with a proposal to run the
railway through to Bullfineh across country
a8 yet praetically unsettled. Those people
have proved the place. When everybody
else deserfed, they hung on and proved

it. By this unew railway, the rail-
way they have been promised, they
will be from 19 miles away fo a

distance quite as far as they are at
present. Whilst T have nothing to say
against either Bullfinch or Southern Crosg,
I want to see the wheatbelt extended,
We have the people settled on those
blocks and a promise was made. to
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the men. We have shown them a plan
with a railway marked on it; the route has
hean surveyed and the Advisory Board
have recommended it. To those men we
wave great lip service when we were trying
to get them to enlist for active sevvice. The
parrot ery of those days is forgoiten to-
day, and the men are now beingz penalised.
Not only is it a question of what vie owe to
the soldier settlers; it is a question of what
we owe to the pioneers who stuek out and
proved that it was possible to grow wheat
in that part of the State. There i3 a phase
regarding the Advisery Board and their
trip to which I wish to refer. Mr. Sutton
did not accompany the board on the tvip;
he said he knew the conntry. No doubt he
did, but I maintain that when the board
were considering the extension ol the rail-
way through a tract of country then practi-
cally unsettled, it was most necessary that
Alr. Sutton, with his experience and know-
ledire, should have accompanied the board
so that he conld see the mature of the soil
and defermine whether it possessed the
quality of being able to retain the moisture,
whieh quality is so necessary in that part.
The old preconceived ideas about wheat
growing in that district have been set aside
as being wrong. The settlers are now heing
told to go on the lighter country, while,
according to the Agrieultural Bank otficials
who visited the distriet the other day, the
worrell country is to be completely barred.
The board did not traverse the couniry be-
tween Kalkalling and Bullfinch. For that
section they relied upon the reports of the
inspectors. The board should have in-
spected it. Of the other portions of the
distriet I believe they made a very good
examination and obtained the fullest in-
formaiion, but a litile more time devoted
to the portion where there is no settlement
would have been more setisfying to us, who
feel that we are not being given ag fair a
Jeal as we should like. It has been eon-
tended that the Advisory Board were ap-
pointed to determine the route of the line
and that Parliament, having removed that
responsibility from its own shoulders,
should not interfere with the board’s
recommendations. Let me put another
phase. First of all we had the Advisory
Board recommending that the line should
go to Newearnie. Then a deputation waited
on the Premier and got him to alter the
route to Merredin. The men were in his
office and had before them a map with a
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broad red line indicating the route, and ou
the strength of that they setiled on that
land. Now the 1926 Advisory Board, when
requested to reconsider their report, say
there is nothing to show that their first
recommendation was not correct. The
Advisory Board may be acting in good
faith, and according to their lights may be
doing what they consider is right. I have
travelled over the country and know praeti-
cally every track through it, and I main-
toin that the nine or ten settlers on the area
of 9,000 acres referred to will be not 14
miles disiant but up to 19 miles distant
frow the railway. True, if a rule is placed
on the map they appear to be only 14 miles
distant, but it may be two or three miles
wmore to a siding, and it must be remembered
that they cannot convey their wheat to the
railway by aeroplane. They have to follow
the road. The Premier suggested to the
deputation that it mighé be possibic to do
something in the matter of roads. If le
has any idea of shortening the distauce by
road, there will be a devil of a stretch of
lnke country to cross. It will be necessury
to go miles in order to get = suitable
crossing.

Hon. G. Taylor: Well, we have p;ssetl a
Navigation Act Amendment to-night.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: We had the promise
of the Premier, and then another Advisory
Board brushed that promise aside. ‘They
said in effect, “We cannot help it; it is your
bad luck.”

Hon. G, Taylor: Who said that?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That in effect is wiat
the Advisory Board smid, They said that
Lhese settlers would be 14 miles from a rail-
way, but in the best interests of the whole
comumunity the new line should take the
route through country in which there is
very little settlement.

Mr. Lindsay: The report shows that the
Advisory Board make mistakes at times,

Mr, Corboy: The conditions may have
altered.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Advisory Board
argue that the conditions have altered. In
the circumstences am I not justified in en-
tering a protest? We have had two reports
by the Advisory Board and the conditions
are said fo have altered. The board now
ray, “Never mind the promise made to those
men; we are acting in the best intcrests of
the eommunity.,” When T am reminded that
it is a guestion of neeepting this rujlway or
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getbing nothing, well, all 1 can say is it is
a very poor explanation. 1 think the dis-
tance from IKalkalling to Dullfinek is 48
- miles; to Southern Cross it is 22, to Car-
rabin 42, and Merredin 21 At Merredin a
fionr mill is being started and a great quan-
tity of wheat from the Goomarin centre will
go to Merredin. That wheat will have to
be conveyed over those distances of 48, 28,
42 and 2I miles in order to reach the mill,
most of which represent unneecessary haul-
age. lerredin, by its geographical posi-
tion, is destined to he one of the big distri-
buting centres of the State. 1 believe the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) has
an idea at the Laek of his head to start the
manufacture of ashestos shects there.

Mr. S8ampson: Univn plaster boards.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Perhaps the hon.
niemher may as well have the advertisement.
Tt he gets his supplies of gvpsum at Yellow-
dine and establishes works at Merredin, he
will have the advanfage of a railway system
radiating to all parts of the Staie Thus
Merrvedin promises to become a great centre.
This is the kind of correspondence T have
received on the subject; the letter comes
from a settler at Gooramin—

At the Goomarin field day we took the op-
portunity of putting our case for railway con-
gideration strongly before Mr, Sutton. By his
remarks it appears to me a decision has been
arrived at that it should go to Bullfineh, no
matter what reasons or arguments are against
it. TIf that i3 se, our only hope lies in our
representative stronply advoecating that it
should come south of the lakes and inside the
No, 1 fence, skirting along the southern boun-
dary of the lakes and then proceeding to Bull-
finch. It means about another eight miles in
length, and bringing it at one point to within
20 miles of the goldfields line.

The statement conecludes with the follow-

ing—

It ia the only hope of Goomarin ever getting
a service at all. Our present position and past
achievements of the State should count for
that much. to say nothing of this being a sol-
dier settlement district, that it shonld have
this consideration. Have politicians forgotten
their parrot cry, ‘‘Nothing we can ever do
will repay our debt to owr soldiers.’’

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

House adjournad at 11.1 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3.0
., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MUNICIPAL CORFORA-
TIONS ACT, AMENDMENY.

Hon. E. II. HARRIS asked the Chief
Secretary: lIs it the intention of the Gov-
ermment to introduce during the present ses-
sion a Bill te amend the Municipal Cor-
porations Aet, 1966, as desired by the recent
wmunicipal conference?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
Qovernment regret that time available this
session will not permit of the earefnl con-
sideration of the Bill.

BILL—STATE INSURANCE.
Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central): I move—

Thkat the Bill be now raad a third tiene,

HON. A. LOVEEKIN
I move—

(Metropolitan)

That the debate be ndjinrusd until tie 1ext
sitting of the House.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: Why?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T have not had an
opportunity to speak on this Bill and T
understood that the Chief Secretary intended
to make some new proposal to-day; other-
wise I should have been prepared to proceed.

Motion put and passed; debate adjonrned.



